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	 red	and	Ilse	Ehmann	have	been
	 sharing	their	excitement	and	giv-
ing	me	updates	ever	 since	 finding	
out	that	a	natural	gas	pipeline	was	to	
be	constructed	on	their	property	just	
outside	 of	 New	 Milford,	 PA.	 While	
many	folks	would	be	apprehensive	
and	perhaps	negative	in	finding	out	
about	this	huge	project,	the	Ehman-
ns	embrace	it	as	a	great	opportunity.	
With	this	gas	line	slicing	a	100	foot	
wide	path	through	the	mountainous	
terrain,	 the	potential	 cross	country	
trails	 that	will	 become	possible	 for	
this	ski	loving	family	will	be	incred-
ible.	The	Ehmann	property	involves	
over	eight	acres	in	the	gas	line,	but	
the	total	path	will	be	approximately	
twenty-three	 miles	 long!	 It’s	 really	
hard	to	imagine	that	this	line	is	only	
a	small	section	of	the	gigantic	net-
work	of	natural	gas	construction	in	
our	Marcellus	Shale	area.	

Skiing	 and	 hiking	 are	 only	 a	 part	
of	 the	new	opportunities	 that	Fred	
and	Ilse	are	looking	forward	to.	Bob	
Hobbes,	who	 is	 the	Ehmann’s	 for-
ester	and	professional	land	consul-
tant,	 has	 done	 a	 wonderful	 job	 of	
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explaining	 the	 logging	 operations	
and	the	great	potential	to	enhance	
the	gas	line	property	to	benefit	the	
wildlife	 that	 share	 the	 mountain.	
Bob	 recommended	 a	 seed	 blend	
that	was	first	designed	by	PA	game	
commission	and	professional	 land	
managers.	 This	 blend	 consists	 of	
forage	 oats,	 chicory,	 and	 ladino	
clover.	 other	 varieties	 of	 seed	 are	
also	 included	 when	 unique	 situa-
tions	arise.	For	example	 if	a	steep	
section	or	area	that	is	always	moist.	
Birdsfoot	 Treefoil	 is	 included.	 This	
premium	wildlife	blend	not	only	pro-
vides	year	round	nutrition	for	white-
tail	 deer,	 bear,	 turkey	 and	 small	
game	 but	 is	 fast	 germinating	 and	
holds	 the	 soil	 for	 superior	 erosion	
control.	

It	is	not	by	coincidence	that	the	pre-
mium	 wildlife	 blend	 recommend-
ed	 by	 Hobbes	 is	 also	 the	 primary	
seed	line	of	Buck	Forage	Products.	
Buck	 Forage	 has	 been	 develop-
ing	 their	 product	 by	 research	 and	
genetics	for	more	years	than	most	
seed	companies	have	been	 in	ex-
istence.	Among	the	nation’s	leading	
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authorities	who	have	spent	a	large	
part	of	 their	 lives	dedicated	 to	 this	
research	is	Dr.	James	Kroll,	who	is	
the	 world’s	 foremost	 authority	 on	
the	Whitetail	deer	and	Dr.	Stephen	
Harrison	of	lSu	who	has	genetical-
ly	developed	oats	for	specific	uses	
throughout	the	world.	Both	of	these	
professional	 authorities	 endorse	
Buck	Forage	oats	as	the	most	cold	

THESE	AErIAl	PHoTogrAPHS	WErE	TAKEN	oF	THE	EHMANN	ProPErTy	By	ScoTT	SIENKo.	AT	THIS	TIME,	THE	AcTuAl	
PlANTINg	oF	THE	BucK	ForAgE	PrEMIuM	WIlDlIFE	BlEND	HAS	NoT	TAKEN	PlAcE.	WE	WIll	HAvE	uPDATES	oN	THIS	
AND	oTHEr	ProPErTIES.	SPEcIAl	THANKS	To	rANDy	PAlMEr,	our	PIloT	FroM	SEAMAN’S	AIrPorT.

Dr.	Kroll	(l)	AND	JoHN	BuTlEr	coMPArE	
THE	AggrESSIvE	groWTH	oF	BucK	
ForAgE	oATS	To	THE	INFErIor	vArIETIES.

FAST	groWINg	rooT	SySTEMS	ArE	
IMPErATIvE	To	PrEvENTINg	SoIl	EroSIoN.	
SuPErIor	ForAgE	AND	EroSIoN	coNTrol	
MAKES	BF	oATS	A	clEAr	cHoIcE.

For more information:

www.buckforage.com or  
www.buckforagetv.com or 

call 1-800-299-6287.



tolerant	and	beneficial	forage	oat	to	wildlife	in	existence.	
local	PA	State	game	land	managers	have	also	 told	
me	 that	 they	could	not	believe	how	 the	Buck	Forage	
oats	planted	on	Sgl219	not	only	survived	the	winter	
but	were	among	the	first	plants	to	“green	up”	providing	
early	nutrition	to	winter	hungry	animals.	

The	 variety	 of	 clover	 recommended	 in	 the	 premium	
wildlife	blend	for	the	Ehmanns	is	ladino.	This	is	a	very	
important	 point	 that	 any	 seed	 consumer	 should	 take	
note	and	be	aware	of.	There	are	many	“wildlife	blends”	
that	 have	 recently	 hit	 the	market	 that	 contain	 inferior	
varieties	of	clover	that	are	cheap	fillers	and	can	in	fact	
kill	horses	 if	 they	were	 to	graze	 them.	The	Buck	For-
age	clover	that	will	be	planted	on	these	gas	lines	are	
a	ladino	variety	called	“Fiona,”	its	origin	is	Switzerland	
where	it	is	adapted	to	high	altitude	and	cold	tolerances.	
It	is	also	very	high	in	protein	and	plant	nutrients.	Fiona	
clover	has	a	very	large	leaf	and	contains	far	less	tannin	
than	cheap	“filler”	varieties.	

Buck	 Forage	 chicory	 is	 the	 third	 major	 component	 of	
the	premium	wildlife	blend.	The	variety	used	is	“grouse”	
which	when	tested	and	compared	to	the	other	128	variet-
ies	by	Dr.	Kroll	was	far	superior.	This	chicory	is	very	winter	
hardy,	disease	resistant,	and	because	of	its	aggressive	

tap	 root,	 survives	
drought	conditions	
very	 well.	 The	
grouse	 variety	
chicory	 provides	
wildlife	with	a	very	
high	 percentage	
of	protein	and	sur-
vives	 tremendous	
browsing	 pres-
sure.	

If	 you	 ever	 have	
the	 opportunity	
that	 the	Ehmanns	
have	or	if	you	sim-
ply	 want	 the	 very	
best	 product	 for	
wildlife	 enhancement	 on	 your	 property,	 insist	 on	 the	
best	value	available:	Buck	Forage	Products.	In	the	case	
of	 natural	 gas	 line	 planting,	 the	 land	 managers	 and	
seeding	 contractors	 are	 more	 than	 accommodating.	
They	will	provide	the	seed	blend	that	you	insist	upon.	

If the possibility exists for you to have 
Prime Rib – why settle for bologna?	

Buck Forage Fortified!

We	will	be	following	much	more	gas	line	plantings	on	
the	Ehmann	property	and	others.

Natural Gas Line Opportunities: Making it Count continued from page 1
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For online viewing of Wildlife Management News magazine, 
visit www.buckforage.com or buckforageTV.com

coMPArE	THE	BucK	ForAgE	
clovEr	“FIoNA	lADINo”	To	THE	
quArTEr.	THIS	IS	THE	lArgEST	
4-lEAF	clovEr	I’vE	EvEr	SEEN!

BucK	ForAgE	cHIcory	(SHAPED	lIKE	A	BuNNy’S	EAr)	
AND	BucK	ForAgE	clovEr	–	THESE	ArE	PErFEcT	To	
PlANT	TogETHEr.	THE	clovEr	IS	A	lEguME,	WHIcH	

IS	A	PlANT	THAT	cAN	TAKE	NITrogEN	FroM	THE	
ATMoSPHErE	AND	TrANSFEr	INTo	THE	SoIl	THrougH	
ITS	rooT	SySTEM.	THE	cHIcory,	oN	THE	oTHEr	HAND,	
THrIvES	oN	THE	NITrogEN	THE	clovEr	ProDucES.

BUCK FORAGEBUCK FORAGE

FORTIFIEDFORTIFIED

Don’t substitute.  
Don’t compromise.

INSIST 
 on Buck Forage Products
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WHAT	IS	uNIquE	ABouT	
THIS	BucK	ForAgE	
oAT	PATcH	IS	THAT	IT	
WAS	PlANTED	IN	lATE	
AuguST	oF	2012;	THESE	
PHoToS	WErE	TAKEN	
IN	MAy	oF	2013.	THEy	
ArE	THrIvINg	AFTEr	
SurvIvINg	THE	WINTEr	
IN	NorTHEASTErN	
PA.	THESE	WErE	
oNE	oF	THE	FIrST	
PlANTS	To	“BouNcE	
BAcK”	IN	THE	EArly	
SPrINg	To	ProvIDE	
AN	IMPorTANT	FooD	
SourcE	To	WHITETAIl	
DEEr	(ESPEcIAlly	For	
THE	DoES	THAT	WErE	
cArryINg	FAWNS).

THANKS	To		
BoB	HoBBES	

For	THESE		
PIPElINE	

PHoToS.	THESE	
ArE	vIEWS	

MoST	PEoPlE	
NEvEr	SEE.
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Thank	you	for	another	successful	qDMA	chestnut	tree	sale.	

This	spring,	 the	Susquehanna	branch	of	 the	qDMA,	The	realtree	Nursery,	and	Jim	Holbert	with	his	Wildlife	
Management	newsletter	teamed	up	to	advertise	and	offer	the	Dunstan	chestnut	Tree.	With	this	great	partnership	
(thanks	to	all	who	purchased	trees)	we	were	able	to	introduce	another	1023	chestnut	trees	into	Northeastern	
Pennsylvania	and	the	Southern	Tier	of	Ny.	We	have	now	introduced	a	total	of	1458	chestnut	trees	into	this	area	
and	are	excited	about	their	future	mast	producing	potential.	With	this	many	chestnut	trees	sold	we	are	sure	most	
of	our	patrons	can’t	wait	to	see	the	chestnut	production	from	their	personal	groves	and	the	increase	of	wildlife	in	
these	areas.	We	would	like	to	extend	our	appreciation	to	all	who	purchased	trees	and	hope	that	you	will	expand	
on	your	chestnut	groves	next	spring.	I	believe	a	grove	of	chestnuts	could	possibly	be	the	least	expensive	food	plot	
you	can	plant	that	provides	the	greatest	future	wildlife	food	producing	potential.	We	plan	to	start	advertising	our	
2014	chestnut	tree	sale	early	next	year	so	watch	for	the	ad!

Dunstan Chestnut Report Matthew Sellers, QDMA Susquehanna Branch

DENISE	SEllErS	AND	TErrI	WAgNEr	NoT	
oNly	KEEP	THE	SuSquEHANNA	BrANcH	qDMA	
cHESTNuT	SAlE	orgANIzED,	BuT	loADED	
orDErS	AS	WEll!

DIcK	ScHWAB	IS	SHArINg	HIS	ExPErTISE	WITH	
uS	oN	HoW	To	WrAP	DuSTAN	SAPlINgS.	HIS	
ForESTry	AND	NurSEry	KNoWlEDgE	WAS	A	
TrEMENDouS	HElP	IN	ProcESSINg	All	orDErS.

MATT	SEllErS	IS	PAcKINg	cHESTNuT	SAPlINgS	IN	A	
SPEcIAl	gEl	So	THAT	THE	rooTS	ArE	KEPT	MoIST	
uNTIl	THEy	ArE	PlANTED.
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  INVEST IN BETTER HABITAT
DUNSTAN CHESTNUT

THE BEST FOOD PLOT TREE
Guaranteed Blight Resistance

Bears in only 2-4 years
10 lbs/tree in 10 years

Better nutrition than oaks
Grows from MI to FL Zones 4-9

Persimmons, oaks & much more

www.realtreenursery.com
 1-855-386-7826

Dunstan Chestnuts  
are the best fooD plot tree

They	begin	to	bear	in	only	2-4	years.	you	don’t	need	
to	wait	20	years	 for	 them	 to	start	bearing	 like	with	
many	oaks.	They	are	proven	to	bear	10-20	lbs	of	nuts	
per	tree	by	10	years	old,	before	most	oaks	even	start	
to	bear.	Plus,	chestnuts	bear	every	year	without	the	
on-year,	off	for	2-3	year	cycles	that	many	oaks	have.	
chestnuts	 are	 sought	 out	 by	 deer	 because	 of	 the	
sweet-tasting	nuts	and	their	nutritional	value	–	they	
have	very	high	carbohydrates	and	protein,	and	they	
have	 no	 bitter-tasting	 tannin	 like	 oaks.	 chestnuts	
bear	from	September	to	early	November.	They	can	
be	grown	throughout	the	eastern	uS,	in	zones	4-9,	
from	Michigan	and	Illinois,	west	to	eastern	Texas	and	
south	to	central	Florida.

There is no better,  
more widely adapted tree than 

the Dunstan Chestnut!



Page 6 1st Edition 2013

513 North Main St.
Fairview, OK 73737

Toll Free 888.927.2626
Fax 580.227.3851

www.gvtrophy.com
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Get what YOU want from your property:
 • Improved natural wildlife habitat

 • Food plot establishment, cultivation & fertilization

 • An eventual return on your investment
 (healthier wildlife population + timber stand improvement)

Covering every phase, start-to-finish,  
of Food Plot Construction. 

     Contact: DAve SIeNKO     email: golog@epix.net

Custom Land Management
Forest Products & WildliFe Habitat

Phone/Fax 

570-879-6509
570-396-1071

Sienko Forest Products is an 
award-winning company with 

30+ years experience!

Natural Gas Pipeline Maintenance 
and Custom Replanting

Northeastern PA & NYS Dealer  
for Golden Valley and  
Buck Forage Products

of Food Plot Construction. of Food Plot Construction. of Food Plot Construction. 
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By June Sienko

Celebrating Old Glory
Flag	Day	of	2013	was	a	very	special	holiday	this	year.	The	first	annual	
“old	glory”	shootout	event	was	held	at	rock	Mountain	Sporting	clays	
in	Springville,	PA.	This	event	not	only	celebrated	our	national	colors	but	
was	a	fundraiser	for	our	local	Hunts	for	Healing	organization.	

Despite	the	threat	of	rain,	a	crowd	surpassing	150	showed	up	to	com-
pete	and	enjoy	the	day.	After	the	competition,	a	delicious	smoked	BBq	
lunch	was	provided	by	Pecos	Bill’s	catering.	Following	the	great	lunch	
and	fellowship,	special	awards	and	drawings	took	place.	

The	highlight	of	the	day	was	the	solemn	and	reverent	folding	of	the	
flag	and	the	symbolic	significance	of	each	fold	explained	by	Sergeant	
Jim	Killes.	After	the	flag	was	folded	into	its	familiar	blue	triangle	with	
bright	white	stars,	 it	was	handed	 to	Brigadier	general	Mike	gould	
who	told	the	silent	audience	of	how	way	too	many	times	he	has	had	
to	present	old	glory	in	this	form	to	the	families	of	our	fallen	heroes.	
With	great	emotion,	he	continued	with	the	support	and	hug	of	Hunts	
for	Healing	director	Mindy	Picotti.	

An	 overwhelming	 point	 that	 general	 gould	 made	 was	 one	 that	 I	
have	never	heard	on	the	regular	media	or	government	sources.	That	
is,	approximately	22	servicemen/women	per	day	who	return	from	
combat	duty	 take	 their	own	 lives.	general	gould	had	 the	guts	 to	
share	this	and	everyone	present	shared	his	tears	and	felt	his	pain	
for	telling	the	truth.	

Next	year	I	would	love	to	see	triple	the	people	attending	the	old	
glory	 Sporting	 clay	 celebration	 on	 Flag	 Day	 where	 we	 can	
appreciate	the	truth,	our	flag,	and	our	warriors.

BrIgADIEr	gENErAl	
MIKE	goulD

PHoToS	By	KIrK	vAN	zANDBErgEN

Additional 
photos on 
page 13
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Pray for Our Veterans and Country 
Every Day!

We especially thank Buck Forage Products, Pump’n’Pantry,  and Ayres-Stone 
VFW Post 5642 Montrose, PA, for making our veterans’ voices 
a little louder by making copies of this magazine 
available to our veterans at home  
and abroad!

Ayres-Stone Post 5642
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“Gertie’s Birdies” Takes Flight!

P	 hotographer	 and	 writer	
Donna	Salko	launched	a	new	
endeavor	with	 the	publication	
of	 Gertie’s Birdies, A Chil-
dren’s Guide to Friends That 
Fly. The	book	is	a	collection	of	
her	 children’s	 verse	 and	 bird	
photography	that	subtly	offers	
an	educational	perspective	on	
birding	for	early	childhood	de-
velopment.	It	is	easy	to	read	in	
part	or	in	whole	and	can	take	
birding	 concepts	 straight	 to	
the	outdoors	in	cities,	suburbs	
and	 countryside.	 The	 main	
objectives	are	 to	entertain	 the	child	and	 introduce	 them	 to	
the	wonders	of	 the	natural	world.	 It	 is	 the	perfect	 antidote	
to	 the	 nature	 deficit	 disorder	 creeping	 into	 today’s	 society.	
It	 was	 Donna’s	 father,	 an	 avid	 hobbyist,	 who	 placed	 the	
first	 Slr	 camera	 in	 her	 hands	 as	 a	 child.	 In	 college,	
Donna	 won	 numerous	 photography	 awards,	 ran	 the	 col-
lege	 darkroom	 and	 wrote	 press	 releases	 for	 the	 col-
lege.	 For	 a	 time,	 she	 worked	 freelance	 at	 a	 local	 news-
paper	 doing	 photography	 assignments	 and	 darkroom	
work.	 She	 also	 had	 an	 established	 portrait	 studio	 called		
visions	for	a	number	of	years.	

Thousands	of	 slides,	negatives	
and	 digital	 formats	 later,	 Don-
na’s	 grandchildren	 ignited	 the	
passion	 that	 became	 “gertie’s	
Birdies.”	 The	 first	 copy	 of	 the	
book	 was	 a	 very	 rough	 spiral-
bound	 draft	 made	 as	 a	 christ-
mas	 present.	 Friends,	 relatives	
and	 neighbors	 encouraged	
Donna	to	move	forward	with	the	
publishing	process.	

Donna	has	plans	to	 launch	her	
website	 on	 Earth	
Day	 (April	 22)	

this	 year	 and	 is	 currently	 working	 on	 two	
other	“gertie’s	Birdies”	books.	one	book	will	
be	all	about	shorebirds;	the	other	will	be	on	
ducks.	Gertie’s Birdies, A Children’s Guide to 
Friends That Fly, is	available	on	Amazon	both	
in	hardcover	and	in	a	Kindle	edition,	and	on	
the	Barns	&	Noble	website.	By	the	end	of	
April,	gertie’s	Birdies	will	also	be	available	
on	her	website.

Good Times sporTfishinG
  215 Graham hollow road

  hallstead, pA 18822
  gdxsportfishing@hotmail.com

607-768-9121
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who may want to expand their product line.

Buck Forage Products, lime, fertilizer, deer 
feed and supplements, tree stands, feeders, 

trail cameras and more!
  

This is strictly a wholesale opportunity.

Call 570-934-2625
Wildlife Management News

Food Plot Contractors, 
Land Managers, 

Outfitters, Sporting 
Good Stores and 

Retailers

Take advantage of a growing market!

Operation  
“Plant a Seed”

S	 everal	months	ago	I	 introduced	myself	to	Brigadier
	 general	Mike	gould	who	is	very	active	in	PA	veteran	
affairs	and	Wounded	Warrior	Programs.	I	told	general	
gould	about	the	Buck	Forage	Product	company	donat-
ing	over	2,500	pounds	of	food	plot	seed	that	would	be	
planted	to	enhance	properties	where	wounded	warriors	
would	 be	 taken	 to	 hunt.	 I	 wanted	 to	 come	 up	 with	 a	
cool	military	operational	name	 for	 the	program	but	at	
the	time	couldn’t	think	of	anything	profound.

In	the	Bible,	in	the	book	of	Mark,	chapter	4,	Jesus	tells	
us	about	the	parable	of	the	sower.	In	verse	26,	He	tells	
the	parable	of	the	growing	seed,	and	in	verse	30,	the	
parable	 of	 the	 mustard	 seed.	 I	 suggest	 you	 take	 the	
time	to	read	these	short	verses.

Why	did	Jesus	tell	these	stories	about	seeds?	Are	they	
possibly	 history’s	 first	 instruction	 on	 food	 plot	 plant-
ing?	Probably	not.	My	“quest”	study	Bible	explains	how	
seeds	 grow,	 quietly	 and	 persistently.	 like	 seed,	 the	
growth	of	god’s	Kingdom	is	the	result	of	divine	power,	
not	human	effort.	only	god	knows	what	and	who	will	
grow	if	we	plant	the	seeds	of	encouragement	and	love	
for	 our	 wounded	 warriors	 and	 servicemen.	 After	 all,	
they	are	our	national	treasure.	

DoN	HuNSINgEr	(r)	AND	JoHN	PIcoTTI	(c)	–	
rEPrESENTINg	HuNTS	For	HEAlINg	–	PrESENT	A	
PlAquE	oF	APPrEcIATIoN	To	JIM	HolBErT,	BucK	
ForAgE	oAT	coMPANy	rEP,	For	THEIr	DoNATIoN	oF	
ovEr	2500	lBS	oF	FooD	PloT	SEED.

Celebrating Old Glory
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Ahhh

Kip Adams, Director of 
Education and Outreach

Kip’s 
Korner
“Is	your	corn	in?”	That	was	an	extreme-
ly	common	statement	across	much	of	
the	whitetail’s	 range	 this	 spring.	 	cool	
temperatures,	extravagant	seed	prices,	
excessive	rain	events,	and	in	some	cas-
es,	a	shortage	of	seed	 left	many	deer	
managers	and	hunters	“out	in	the	cold”	
or	at	least	a	couple	of	weeks	behind	on	
their	corn	plots	from	a	year	ago.		In	fact,	
in	my	area	in	north-central	Pennsylva-
nia	the	soil	 temperature	was	ready	for	
planting	more	 than	 two	weeks	 later	 in	
2013	than	in	2012.		corn	needs	55	to	
56	degree	Fahrenheit	soil	temperatures	
to	 germinate.	 	 you	 can	 measure	 this	
with	 an	 inexpensive	 meat	 thermom-
eter	 to	 monitor	 when	 the	 time	 is	 right	
to	plant.	 	Plant	 too	early	and	you	 risk	
losing	your	crop	 (or	having	 to	 replant)	
–	 plant	 too	 late	 and	 you	 sacrifice	 the	
number	of	days	the	corn	can	grow	be-
fore	the	onset	of	cold	weather.		In	2012,	
appropriate	soil	temperatures	arrived	in	
my	area	on	April	30,	but	 in	2013	 they	
didn’t	occur	until	May	16.		

Soil	temperature	can	vary	widely	based	
on	daily	air	temperatures	and	the	pres-
ence	or	absence	of	ground	cover.		Here	
are	 the	actual	soil	 temperatures	 taken	
2	 inches	deep	at	8am	at	my	home	 in	
Tioga	county,	PA:

April	10	–	46°
April	15	–	38°
April	18	–	42°
April	23	–	36°
April	30	–	48°
May	5	–	50°
May	13	–	50°
May	14	–	36°
May	16	–	56°

The	 big	 swings	 in	 temperatures	 from	
May	13	to	May	16	were	largely	due	to	
a	severe	frost	on	May	14.		Daylight	ar-
rived	 that	 morning	 with	 23°	 tempera-
tures!		We	had	three	frosts	during	May	

Is Your Corn In?
with	the	last	occurring	on	May	27.		How-
ever,	a	frost	on	Memorial	Day	weekend	
is	far	better	than	the	30+	inches	of	snow	
that	 fell	 that	 same	 night	 on	Whiteface	
Mountain	near	lake	Placid,	Ny.

The	next	hurdle	many	corn	 fans	dealt	
with	 was	 high	 seed	 prices	 and/or	 a	
shortage	 of	 seed.	 	 I	 received	 numer-
ous	inquiries	about	using	left-over	seed	
from	2012	(and	even	some	from	2011).		
My	advice	is	to	absolutely	take	advan-
tage	of	these	opportunities.		Production	
agriculture	folks	can’t	but	deer	manag-
ers	certainly	can.		Make	friends	with	a	
local	farmer	–	offer	to	help	around	the	
farm,	 share	 some	venison,	 etc.	 –	 and	
maybe	you	can	get	their	 left-over	corn	
seed	at	 the	end	of	planting	season	 to	
use	next	year.		

Worried	 about	 reduced	 germination?		
Then	do	a	simple	germination	test.		The	
following	pictures	are	from	my	personal	
test	 this	 spring.	 	A	 farmer	 friend	gave	
me	four	partial	bags	of	corn	from	2012.		
I	planted	10	kernels	of	each	in	separate	
pots	 in	 early	 April	 (well	 before	 plant-
ing	time	-	so	the	pots	stayed	inside	my	
house	 at	 night	 and	 much	 of	 the	 day),	
and	I	monitored	their	germination	rate.		
Two	of	the	bags	had	100	percent	ger-
mination,	one	had	90	percent,	and	the	
final	 bag	 had	 80	 percent	 germination	
(8	 of	 10	 kernels	 germinated).	 	 Armed	
with	 this	 knowledge	 I	 could	 plant	 the	

cloSE-uP	PHoTo	oF	oNE	oF	THE	
TEST	coNTAINErS	SHoWINg	NINE	
oF	TEN	KErNElS	SuccESSFully	

gErMINATED.

corn	from	three	of	the	four	bags	at	the	
normal	 seeding	 rate	and	be	confident	
with	 the	 results.	 	 Seeding	 rate	 for	 the	
bag	with	80	percent	germination	could	
be	 increased	 by	 about	 20	 percent	 to	
help	ensure	a	successful	seeding.		list	
price	for	the	corn	I	received	was	$200	
to	$250	per	bag,	so	while	I	won’t	put	my	
kids	 through	college	on	 the	savings,	 I	
was	still	extremely	grateful	for	the	gift.

There	are	numerous	conservation	seed	
programs	 in	 the	u.S.	 that	 sell	 seed	at	
reduced	 prices	 or	 give	 away	 left-over	
seed.	 	 If	 you	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	
acquire	seed	in	this	manner	take	a	few	
minutes	 to	conduct	a	germination	 test	
and	 then	 adjust	 your	 seeding	 rate	 if	
necessary.		you	likely	cannot	get	all	of	
the	seed	you	need	in	this	manner,	but	
the	savings	can	be	used	to	plant	addi-
tional	acres	or	go	toward	that	new	bow	
or	 trail	 camera	 you	 desperately	 need.		
Wherever	 you	 are	 in	 the	 whitetail’s	
range,	 I	hope	you	and/or	your	hunting	
pals	had	a	successful	planting	season	
and	good	luck	this	fall.

Kip’s Korner is written by Kip Adams, a Certified 
Wildlife Biologist and Director of Education and 
Outreach for the Quality Deer Management As-
sociation (QDMA).  The QDMA is an international 
nonprofit wildlife conservation organization dedi-
cated to ensuring the future of white-tailed deer, 
wildlife habitat and our hunting heritage.  The 
QDMA can be reached at 1-800-209-DEER or 
www.QDMA.com.

gErMINATIoN	TEST	For	Four	
lEFT-ovEr	BAgS	oF	corN.		TEN	
KErNElS	FroM	EAcH	BAg	WErE	
PlANTED	IN	SEPArATE	coNTAINErS	
AND	MoNITorED	To	DETErMINE	
THE	NuMBEr	oF	SEEDS	THAT	
gErMINATED.
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Shed Hunting with Mike
Mike	 Koneski	 is	 the	 “confused	 owner”	 of	 rock	 Mountain	
Sporting	clays.	There	 is	new	scientific	evidence	 that	 large
amounts	of	smokeless	powder	and	gas	residue	may	cause	
a	mild	form	of	brain	damage.	Physical	characteristics	of	this	
powder	 overload	 is	 a	 confused	 but	 happy	 expression	 and	
hours	spent	in	front	of	the	mirror	checking	to	see	if	your	hair	
is	growing	back.

This	is	a	picture	Mike	sent	me	of	his	successful	“shed”	hunt.	
very	sad!

I	FouND	THIS	oNE	AT	our	PlAcE	ToDAy	–	IT	MuST	BE	17	
yrS,	olD!	DIDN’T	uSE	A	Dog	THIS	TIME,	THAT	WoulD	BE	
cHEATINg.	I’vE	NEvEr	BEEN	So	ProuD	IN	My	lIFE!
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	 apping	deer	is	an	advanced
	 hunting	skill,	but	it’s	really	
not	difficult	to	learn.	It	requires	
basic	knowledge	of	deer	behavior	
and	how	deer	behavior	changes	
with	regard	to	environmental	
conditions	and	resource	
availability.	It	also	requires	a	basic	
knowledge	of	how	to	read	aerial	
photos	and	topographic	maps.By	
learning	to	identify	key	features	
of	the	landscape	that	funnel	deer,	
you	can	cut	down	your	scouting	
time	significantly,	and	put	yourself	
in	pretty	good	position	to	have	
a	successful	season.	Keep	in	
mind	that	mapping	deer	does	not	
replace	“boots	on	the	ground”	
scouting,	rather	it	just	steers	you	
in	the	right	direction	and	prevents	
you	from	wasting	time	scouting	
areas	with	less	potential.

In	the	following	series	of	articles,	I	
will	use	Bgl’s	“custom	overlays”	
featureand	switch	between	
satellite	view	and	topographic	
view	to	identify	important	
landscape	features	for	“speed	
scouting.”	This	should	help	Bgl	
users	realize	the	usefulness	of	the	
“custom	overlays”	tool,	as	well	as	
improve	your	deer	mapping	skills.	
Today’s	subject	is	water!

LakEs, Ponds & swamPs
Most	bodies	of	standing	water	
serve	asnatural	barriers	to	deer	
movement.	given	the	choice	to	
swim	across	a	body	of	water	or	
walk	around	it,	deer	will	usually	
walk	around.	During	the	rut,	bucks	
will	often	skirt	the	edges	of	large	
water	bodies	while	searching	
for	does.	using	the	“custom	
overlays”	tool,	you	can	draw	paths	
around	the	edges	of	ponds	and	
other	barriers	to	help	you	envision	
how	deer	will	move	through	
those	areas,	and	add	markers	to	
areas	that	are	obvious	funnels	or	
bottle	necks	for	future	scouting	
purposes.	As	you	can	see	in	the	
diagrams	below,	I	putorange	

M
The Art of Mapping Deer – Water by Jim Stickles, AWB®

markers	at	locations	where	
several	paths	come	together.	
Those	are	the	areas	I	would	
scout.	The	yellow	arrows	indicate	
a	favorable	wind	direction	at	the	
marked	locations	and	the	area	
outlined	in	yellow	indicates	an	
area	with	several	houses	that	deer	
are	likely	to	avoid.

Figure	1.	Aerial	image	of	potenial	pond	set-ups	
made	with	Bgl’s	“custom	overlays”	feature.

Figure	2.With	just	the	click	of	a	mouse	you	can	
switch	between	topo	map	and	aerial	image	
views	and	the	overlay	will	remain	in	place.

RivERs
Again,	although	deer	can	swim,	
they	usually	choose	not	to.	
Keeping	that	in	mind,	rivers	are	
generally	another	barrier	to	deer	
movement.	Bucks	in	search	of	
does	can	be	expected	to	walk	
parallel	to	the	river.	Knowing	this,	I	
often	search	for	areas	where	other	
barriers	would	create	a	bottleneck	
or	funnel.	An	additional	benefit	to	
hunting	near	a	river	is	the	sound	
of	running	water	can	help	mask	
the	sound	of	a	hunter’s	approach.

Figure	3.	The	river	to	the	north	should	help	
funnel	deer	through	the	forested	area	along	the	
field	edge.	The	orange	markers	indicate	areas	
I	would	scout	first	for	deer	sign	because	those	
areas	appear	to	be	funnels.

stREams & CREEks 
Streams	and	creeks	are	not	as	
much	of	a	barrier	to	deer,	but	
there	are	often	distinct	crossing	
points.	Although	these	features	
are	not	my	first	choice	for	speed	
scouting	in	big	woods,	they	are	my	
first	choice	for	scouting	properties	
in	the	Midwest.	If	you	are	a	big	
woods	hunter,	the	idea	behind	
these	features	is	that	deer	need	
to	cross	them	somewhere.	your	
job	is	to	walk	along	the	creek	and	
find	the	crossing	areas	where	
tracks	are	cut	deep	into	the	mud	
(i.e.	find	the	bottlenecks).However,	
if	you’re	a	Midwest	hunter,	creek	
bottoms	are	about	the	only	places	
a	plow	has	not	touched,	and	as	
such	provide	necessary	cover	
for	deer	to	get	from	point	A	to	
point	B.	chances	are	there	will	
be	a	deer	trail	that	looks	like	a	
cow	path	traveling	through	these	
bottoms.	Find	the	trail,	and	set	up	
downwind.

Figure	4.	creeks	and	seasonal	streams	are	
often	difficult	to	identify	on	an	aerial	image,	but	
they	are	easy	to	identify	on	a	topo	map.	Shown	
above,	I	am	using	a	blue	line	to	delineate	a	
stream	that	runs	through	a	property.

Continued on page 26
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	 ne	does	not	need	to	look	very	
	 far	back	in	time	to	see	the	
strides	Pennsylvania	has	made	
with	regard	to	deer	management.	
Thanks	to	some	assistance	from	
mandatory	antler	restrictions,	PA	
deer	hunters	have	harvested	more	
2.5+	year-old	bucks	than	ever	
before.	In	fact,	greater	than	50%	
of	the	bucks	harvested	in	PA	are	
2.5	years-old	or	older.	That’s	a	
tremendous	accomplishment,	and	
it’s	one	worth	displaying	in	your	
home	when	you	connect	with	one	
of	these	animals.	However,	it	can	
be	difficult	to	justify	paying	$300-
400+	for	a	shoulder	mount	on	a	
regular	basis.	Having	too	many	
trophies	is	not	a	bad	problem	
to	have,so	let’s	take	a	minute	to	
discuss	some	affordable	mounting	
options	that	do	not	take	up	a	lot	of	
wall	space.

skuLL CaP mounts
Although	some	think	I	am	a	
cheapskate,	I	will	spend	a	little	
more	for	a	nice	looking	skull	cap	
mount	to	pay	proper	tribute	to	the	
bucks	I	harvest.	Although	there	
are	many	standard	do-it-yourself	
kits,	a	customized	design	will	
add	a	ton	of	value	to	the	mount	
without	breaking	the	bank.	one	
of	the	simplest	customizations	

O
Trophy Displays on a Budget by Jim Stickles, AWB®

you	can	do	is	increase	the	size	of	
the	mounting	plaque.	Doing	this	
gives	you	all	kinds	of	options	for	
adding	items	to	the	mount	that	will	
increase	its	personal	value.	For	
example,	you	can	add	pictures	
(harvest	and/or	trail	camera	
photos),	a	lower	jaw	bone,	maps,	
harvest	information	(date,	time,	
location,	weapon,	antler	score,	
etc.),	artifacts	(an	empty	cartridge,	
broad	head,	or	piece	of	an	arrow),	
or	custom	engravings.	let	your	
imagination	go	wild	and	create	
something	special.

EuRoPEan mounts
I	love	the	look	of	traditional	
European	mounts,	especially	
with	a	camo	plaque,	but	whoever	
thought	of	camo	dipping	European	
mounts	is	a	genius!	Not	only	do	
they	look	good,	but	you	can	come	
up	with	a	creative	color	scheme	
for	displaying	them.	For	example,	
you	can	dip	all	of	your	120	class	
bucks	in	one	camo	pattern,	all	of	
your	130’s	in	a	different	pattern,	
and	so-on.	An	additional	benefit	of	
European	mounts	is	they	can	be	
placed	on	a	pedestal	mount	and	
displayed	just	about	anywhere.	
camo	dipping	is	usually	a	little	
pricier,	but	the	final	result	is	still	
much	cheaper	than	a	full	shoulder	
mount!

cuSToMIzED	cAMo	DIPPED	
EuroPEAN	MouNT	WITH	PIcTurES	
AND	HArvEST	INForMATIoN	
DISPlAyED	BEloW	THE	MouNT.

An	additional	benefit	to	skull	cap	
and	European	mounts	is	they	are	
difficult	to	mess	up	and	easy	to	
maintain.	So	before	breaking	the	
bank	on	a	full	shoulder	mount	for	
a	deer	that	is	not	necessarily	the	
“deer	of	a	lifetime”	but	a	trophy	
none-the-less,	perhaps	consider	
these	two	simple,	less	expensive,	
fully	customizable,	and	low	
maintenance	mounting	options.
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	 was	recently	asked	if	I	would
	 like	to	go	on	a	wild	boar	hunt	
at	Pipe	line	ridge	outfitters	
near	Muncy,	Pennsylvania.	The	
hunt	would	be	filmed	for	the	Wild	
Pennsylvania	Show	with	Alan	
Probst.

Although	I	am	a	wounded	Iraq	
War	veteran,	I	still	hunt	every	
chance	I	get.	A	few	years	ago	
I	did	a	deer	and	bird	hunt	with	
Hunts	For	Healing	near	laceyville,	
Pennsylvania.	This	is	where	I	
met	John	and	Mindy	Picotti	and	
through	them	I	was	introduced	to	
grant	Fritz.	grant,	in	turn	lined	me	
and	another	wounded	veteran,	
Doug	Betz,	up	for	this	hunt	at	Pipe	
line	ridge.	I	have	wanted	to	do	a	
hunt	for	an	exotic	for	a	long	time	
so	the	day	of	the	hunt	could	not	
come	soon	enough	for	me.

The	morning	we	were	to	leave	
finally	arrived	and	we	stopped	for	
a	quick	breakfast	and	were	on	
the	road	again.	About	18	miles	
from	our	destination	we	heard	a	
very	loud	noise	from	underneath	
my	’08	chevy	1500	4x4	and	
about	then	my	dream	of	boar	
hunting	started	to	fall	apart.	We	
called	Mindy	and	grant	on	the	
cell	phone	–	they	were	in	another	
vehicle.	They	picked	Doug	up	and	
took	him	on	to	the	hunt	while	I	
contacted	Alexander	chevrolet	in	
Mountoursville.	The	repair	shop	
picked	the	truck	up	and	we	went	
to	the	dealership	for	repairs.	

I	was	really	stressing	as	money	
was	very	tight	this	month	with	
barely	enough	to	cover	our	needs	
at	home.	Since	I	use	a	wheelchair	
and	walker,	I	was	concerned	
for	where	my	truck	sat	with	my	

I
Wild Boar Hunt…Almost By Veteran Giotti as told and written by Ken Bach

hunting	supplies	–	my	rifles	and	
ammo,	etc.	I	asked	the	service	
man	to	be	sure	to	lock	the	truck	
up	until	they	worked	on	it;	he	
assured	me	he	would.	I	had	to	
wheel	myself	around	the	entire	
building	to	the	one	handicapped	
entrance	and	it	is	not	like	I	can	run	
or	stop	someone	from	stealing	my	
belongings.

Inside	the	repair	shop	I	met	an	
older	couple	and	talked	to	them	
for	quite	awhile,	then	another	
customer	came	in	and	he	was	a	
vietnam	veteran	and	asked	about	
my	injuries	and	my	branch	of	
service,	etc.	We	had	plenty	of	time	
to	talk.	The	repairs	took	until	5pm	
so	it	was	about	8	hours	of	pure	
frustration.	As	a	P.T.S.D	(post-
trauma	stress	disorder)diagnosis,	
I	don’t	handle	these	situations	

well	and	when	I	went	to	my	truck	
and	found	it	was	unlocked,	I	
really	went	off	on	the	repairman.	
My	rifles	and	belongings	were	
“slopped”	around	so	I	went	
“ballistic”	at	this	point.	Add	that	to	
the	fact	that	the	truck	had	snapped	
not	one	but	two	axles	and	needed	
a	new	hub;	you	can	imagine	how	
I	felt.	I	was	told	the	bill	amounted	
to	$1,082.54	and	after	giving	the	
service	manager	my	credit	card,	
I	sat	in	the	truck	wondering	how	I	
would	cover	my	bills	for	the	month	
ahead.	

My	frustration	was	beyond	my	
coping	skills	at	this	point.	The	
service	manager	came	back	
with	my	card	and	I	went	off	on	
him	again	for	lying	about	locking	
the	truck	as	requested.	I	was	
preparing	to	leave	and	once	again	
the	service	manager	comes	back	
and	asks	for	my	credit	card	again	
and	now	I	am	really	hot.	At	this	
point,	I	tried	to	settle	down	and	
I	actually	prayed	for	a	miracle.	
Imagine	my	surprise	when	the	
manager	returned	my	credit	card	
and	told	me	that	the	vietnam	
veteran	had	paid	my	entire	bill	
and	told	him	to	give	me	back	my	
money.	It	amazes	me	how	god	
puts	people	like	this	in	our	lives	at	
just	the	right	time!

This	man	didn’t	want	any	
recognition	for	his	generous	act	
and	I	wasn’t	given	his	name	but	
I	have	since	written	a	“thank	
you”	note	for	him	in	care	of	the	
dealership	and	hope	they	pass	
it	on.	on	a	side	note,	but	still	
positive	from	this,	is	Doug	got	a	
nice	boar	and	I	will	get	to	go	at	a	
later	date.

vETErAN	HuNTEr	Doug	BETz	
SHoWINg	oFF	HIS	WIlD	BoAr
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The Art of Mapping Deer – Water  continued from page 18

Figure	5.	once	delineated	with	a	“custom	
over lay,”	streams	are	much	easier	to	identify	on	
an	aerial	image.

Figure	6.	The	mid-west	is	ideal	landscape	for	hunting	deer.	once	the	crops	
are	harvested,	small	woodlots	are	about	the	only	places	where	deer	can	
hide	from	hunters	(i.e.	we	can	predict	that	the	deer	are	going	to	be	in	the	
woodlots).	These	woodlots	are	often	connected	by	vegetated	creek	bottoms,	
so	if	a	buck	searching	for	does	wants	to	get	from	one	small	woodlot	to	
another,	you	can	bet	he’ll	probably	want	to	use	the	creek	bottoms	for	cover.

This	concludes	the	first	tip	for	
mapping	deer,	but	it’s	surely	not	
the	last	word	with	regard	to	using	
water	features	to	map	deer.	If	you	
have	other	water	feature	mapping	
tips,	please	share	them	on	our	
Facebook	page.	We	look	forward	
to	hearing	your	tips	and	feedback!

Pheasants, just a few interesting facts…
Pheasants are some of the most beautiful birds available for the average hunter, and are characterized by strong sexual 
dimorphism, which means males and females look different. The Ringneck male are vibrantly colored with blue-green 
heads, red face wattles, and distinctive white neck rings. Females are a rather plain buff brown, but both sexes have 
long, pointed tails. These beautiful birds are wily in the wild and much sought after by game hunters. Thousands 
of them are harvested each year, but management and reintroduction programs boost many populations. In the 
immediate area this is the type of bird game management releases each year. Due to local predators, survival of the 
released birds is not a high rate. The releases do allow the local hunter the opportunity to experience a pheasant hunt.  

Most picture the Ringneck pheasants when we talk about hunting a pheasant. They are native to China and East Asia, but they have been 
successfully introduced in other parts of the world, including North America. The first successful introduction of pheasants to this country 
occurred in 1881 when Judge Owen Nickerson Denny (US consul to China) shipped 30 Chinese Ringnecks (26 survived the journey) to his 
home in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Eleven years later Oregon opened a 75-day season and hunters bagged 50,000 pheasants.

In China and East Asia the Chinese pheasant represented light, virtue, prosperity and good fortune. Good fortune indeed came upon one 
hunter in Burma who noticed a precious stone in the gizzard of his recent kill. The discovery inspired him to search for the origin of this 
stone, and after visiting the rooster’s old stomping ground, sure enough, he found an emerald mine!

Males (also known as “cocks”) establish harems of hens—as many as a dozen female birds. Each spring a male delineates and defends 
his territory and his harem from aggressive rivals. Such encounters can lead to vicious battles.

The birds prefer fields and farmlands with brushy cover, though they also inhabit woodland undergrowth and some wetlands. Females 
nest in fields or in border habitat and lay a dozen or more eggs, which they incubate with no help from the cock. Young pheasants grow 
up quickly and can fly within two weeks; however, they will remain with their mother for six or seven weeks. Many pheasant eggs are 
destroyed by predators or by humans (particularly in farm country), and young birds also have a high mortality rate. 

In autumn, Ringneck pheasants form flocks in which they will live until the following spring. These birds are most comfortable on the 
ground, where they forage for grains, seeds, berries, insects, and (occasionally) small animals. They can fly and launch themselves 
airborne with an abrupt, noisy takeoff, but typically run from trouble. Pheasant flights are merely short-distance dashes for cover. Their 
flight speed is 27-38 mph when cruising but when chased they can fly up to 60 mph! With this being said, hunting a pheasant is an 
adventure. Here are a few basic hunting principles for a successful pheasant hunt:

• Get a good dog. The chances of finding a bird without a dog are slim. The dog will also flush the bird into flight for a good shot. Always 
trust your dog—if he says there is a bird in the brush, he is usually right.

• You will need a good shotgun. Always keep the safety on until you are ready to shoot, and make sure you have the right type of shot for 
the size and speed of the bird. 

• Walk around in an “S” pattern to cover all the ground if hunting alone. You would walk in a pattern line if hunting as pairs for safety 
reasons.

• Aim ahead of the bird in the direction of the flight. Shooting clay pigeons would give you great experience of shooting ahead of the bird.
Information obtained directly from: http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/ring-necked-pheasant/ and http://iowa.pheasantsforever.org/page/1100/
IowaPheasantHistory---Facts.jsp

By Sherrie Bazin
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When	my	friend	Bill	desrosiers	invited
me	to	do	an	article	about	a	cabot	gas/
South	gibson	community	work	day	at	
the	old	ball	park,	 I	 really	had	reserva-
tions	on	how	I	could	tie	that	project	to	
my	 publication	 Wildlife Management 
News.	 Bill	 told	 me	 that	 the	 project	 in-
volved	 a	 nature	 trail	 that	 wrapped	
around	the	park	and	I	should	take	the	
time	to	check	it	out.	

I	 had	 a	 little	 trouble	 finding	 the	 park,	
which	 is	 tucked	off	route	92	 in	South	
gibson	on	a	narrow	road	across	 from	
the	Methodist	church.	When	I	followed	
a	gDS	pickup	 into	 the	park	entrance,	
I	 was	 amazed	 at	 what	 was	 going	 on.	
People	wearing	blue	cabot	shirts	were	
everywhere	 and	 everyone	 seemed	 to	
have	 a	 project.	 concrete	 blocks	 were	
being	laid,	mulch	spread,	picnic	tables	
constructed,	 overgrown	 trails	 cleared,	
chain	link	fences	constructed,	and	most	
importantly	–	kids	playing.	

Bill	introduced	me	to	professional	pho-
tographer	 Kirk	 vanzandbergen	 from	
Brackney,	 PA,	 and	 we	 began	 our	 tour	
of	the	trail.	That	trail	is	next	to	a	small,	
clear	picturesque	stream	and	we	soon	
came	 upon	 a	 weather	 worn	 sign	 say-
ing:	 South	 gibson	 conservation	 club	
–	 Sponsor	 cooperative	Trout	 Nursery,	
PA	Fish	and	Boat	commission.	“oh,	by	
the	way,	Jim,”	Bill	said,	“there’s	a	build-
ing	down	the	trail	where	they	still	raise	
trout.”	

Now	 my	 curiosity	 was	 really	 piqued.	
I	 walked	 ahead	 of	 the	 guys	 to	 an	 old	
narrow	 and	 long	 building	 that	 houses	
the	 raceway	 for	 the	 trout.	The	 natural	
stream	 provides	 the	 clear	 oxygenated	
water	that	the	fish	thrive	in.	Now	I	was	
in	 for	 another	 surprise.	The	 caretaker	
of	 the	 nursery	 was	 there	 in	 the	 build-
ing	 and	 I	 recognized	 his	 voice	 before	
I	could	see	him	in	the	dark	raceway.	It	
was	 my	 friend,	 Bill	 clarke,	 who	 is	 an	
avid	 sportsman	 and	 long-time	 mem-
ber	of	the	Susquehanna	Federation	of	
Sportsmen.	 Bill	 explained	 to	 me	 that	
he	 has	 been	 raising	 trout	 here	 since	
the	early	1960s.	He	went	on	to	tell	me	
that	 three	 fishing	 derbies	 are	 held	 for	
the	 community	 youth	 each	 year	 and	
the	remaining	trout	are	stocked	in	local	

New Partnerships – New Interest – 
Rejuvenated Communities – New Dreams

streams.	I	told	Bill	that	I	had	no	clue	this	
little	 hatchery	 existed	 and	 he	 shared	
that	although	it’s	a	little	run	down	he	still	
feeds	the	fish	twice	a	day	and	he	is	the	
last	 surviving	 volunteer	 to	 run	 it.	This	
didn’t	 surprise	 me	 in	 knowing	 Bill.	 He	
was	named	Sportsmen	of	the	year	sev-
eral	years	ago	by	his	peers	and	mem-
bers	 of	 the	 Federation	 of	 Sportsmen.	
Many	people	don’t	know	that	either.	

When	I	caught	up	to	Bill	desrosiers	on	
the	 trail,	 he	 told	 me	 how	 the	 wetland	
designated	areas	had	to	be	dealt	with	
and	 how	 old	 growth	 apple	 trees	 were	
left	to	enhance	the	wildlife	habitat.	The	
trails	were	at	this	time	constructed	with	
tamped	modified	and	on	each	side	of	
the	trail	areas	are	open	for	future	plant-
ing.	When	I	asked	Bill	what	 they	were	
going	 to	 plant	 in	 these	 openings,	 he	
said	he	wasn’t	sure.	I	had	several	bags	
of	 Buck	 Forage	 clover	 in	 my	 truck	 at	
the	time	and	offered	them	right	on	the	
spot	to	plant	next	to	the	trails	and	other	
larger	 openings	 next	 to	 the	 ball	 field.	
Bonnie	Morris	and	her	sons	Paul	and	
Matthew	took	on	the	task	of	broadcast-
ing	clover	seed	on	the	entire	area.	

After	 walking	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 trail	 and	
taking	 photos	 of	 the	 new	 fencing	 and	
infield,	the	50+	people	work	force	was	
gathered	up	for	a	barbecue	lunch.	It	was	
there	 that	 I	met	Ashley	Kilmer,	who	 is	
the	community	leader	and	young	wom-
an	who	played	on	 this	ball	 field	when	
she	was	a	child.	like	so	many	facilities	
in	our	area,	this	little	field	was	probably	
neglected	by	the	lack	of	funding	to	keep	
it	going.	When	the	opportunity	arose	for	
the	community	and	cabot	oil	&	gas	to	
partner	together,	it	was	Ashley	who	re-
kindled	 the	dream	of	making	 the	park	
possible.	She	also	has	made	it	known	
to	me	that	perhaps	Dave	gow	is	the	un-
sung	hero	of	this	ball	park.	He	has	kept	
it	 alive	 for	 over	 30	 years.	 Ashley	 told	
me	that	if	it	wasn’t	for	Dave’s	unselfish	
dedication,	there	would	not	have	been	
a	 park	 to	 improve!	 This	 labor	 of	 love	
worked	 because	 of	 a	 partnership,	 not	
just	 because	 of	 money	 handed	 out.	 I	
saw	lots	of	blue	t-shirts	that	said	cabot,	
but	they	were	worn	by	community	lead-
ers,	natural	gas	employees,	and	most	
importantly,	kids	who	are	going	to	have	
memories	of	their	new	ball	park.	
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	 hy	should	I	plant	a	food	plot?	
	 It	is	a	means	to	enhance	
healthy	animals	and	larger	bucks.	
Food	plots	can	transform	deer	
management,	even	on	small	
tracts,	making	your	observation	
pleasures	greater	and	your	
hunting	experiences	bigger.

I don’t have a lot of 
land to plant. Can I 
still have a food plot 
that attracts deer?	Deer	
are	browsers;	they	move	
and	don’t	spend	all	day	
in	one	place.	Deer	will	
move	constantly	during	
feeding	to	a	lot	of	areas.	
Smaller	multiple	plots	
are	best.	The	more	
different	places	you	
have	for	deer	to	stop	
and	browse	the	more	
of	your	herd	of	deer	
you	will	observe	when	hunting	or	
watching.	Small	plots	work	best!	
Make	sure	the	area	has	adequate	
sunlight	and	plant	based	on	
present	food	supplies	and	habitat.

What should I plant to attract 
deer to my plot? Everyone	has	
a	different	idea	for	the	best	
successful	plots;	however,	what	
science	says	is	the	best.	research	
at	louisiana	State	university	has	
determined	that	mixing	various	
seed	items	are	often	a	good	way	
to	provide	deer	with	a	variety	of	
food	items	to	choose	from.	There	
is	not	a	magic	seed	that	produces	
giant	bucks.	good	nutrition	is	
the	major	factor	to	good	growth	
along	with	other	considerations.	
With	this	being	said,	a	great	
combination	proved	in	research	
is	a	“blend	of	planting	Buck	
Forage	oats,	the	Harvest	Plot,	
with	Buck	Forage	chicory,	clover	

W
www.buckforage.com means 

bigbucks.4you by Sherrie Bazin

and	Peas	for	the	serious	hunter	
who	demands	the	very	best	in	fall	
attraction,	and	yet,	also	desires	
year	round	high	protein	nutrition	in	
a	single	plot.”

The	seeding	rate	of	the	Buck	
Forage	Harvest	Plot	and	Nutrition	
Plot	should	be	about	four	pounds	

per	acre.	The	seed	bed	itself	
should	be	well	prepared	and	well	
drained.	The	seed	should	be	
planted	about	¼	inch	deep	and	if	
oats	are	also	desired,	they	should	
be	planted	deeper	and	according	
to	planting	instructions	for	proper	
time.	Always	fertilize	and	lime	
according	to	your	local	agricultural	
testing	recommendations.

Buck	Forage	is	a	family-owned	
and	run	company.	John	Butler	
is	the	founder	and	president;	
sons	Morgan	and	Jake	are	vice-
presidents	with	marketing	degrees	
and	years	of	experience	in	the	
agricultural	fields.	The	business	
headquarters	are	located	in	
Arkansas.	Buck	Forage	is	the	
preferred	forage	for	whitetails	
and	the	company	is	a	friend	of	
the	wounded	veteran.	The	Buck	
Forage	company	has	donated	
over	$3,000	in	seed	for	plots	

for	our	wounded	warriors	in	
order	to	experience	the	hunt.	
These	food	plots	are	used	by	
Hunts	For	Healing	in	laceyville,	
Pennsylvania,	in	order	to	enhance	
the	healing	experience	of	a	hunt	
along	with	the	volunteer	fellow	
veterans	of	past	wars	and	other	
mentors.

Northeast	Pennsylvania	
has	a	unique	opportunity	
to	enhance	the	wildlife	
management	due	to	the	
natural	gas	industry.	As	
pipelines	are	created,	
a	wonderful	location	for	
food	plots	has	appeared	
across	the	beautiful	
Endless	Mountains.	It	
is	a	great	opportunity	to	
plant	for	the	local	habitat.	

If	you	are	interested	
in	planting	food	plots,	

start	with	the	right	information.	
A	great	starting	resource	is	the	
website	buckforage.com.	Still	
have	questions	or	want	a	local	
representative	to	assist	you	in	
making	the	right	choices?	Email	
Jim	at	jholbert@epix.net.
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	 oday	when	you	take	a	walk
	 through	the	forests	of	north	
eastern	Pennsylvania	the	forest	
floor	is	quite	often	riddled	with	the	
shells	of	acorns	that	the	various	
denizens	of	the	wood	have	taken	
advantage	of.	If	you	were	to	look	
back	into	the	areas	past	however,	
the	oak	trees	were	not	the	prime	
mast	producer	for	wildlife.	At	one	
time	castanea	dentata,	better	
known	as	the	American	chestnut	
treewas	the	most	common	tree	in	
the	forests	of	the	eastern	united	
States.	It	was	favored	by	wildlife,	
which	used	its	nuts	as	a	source	of	
nutrition.

Sadly	around	the	turn	of	the	
twentieth	century,	the	chestnut	
was	discovered	to	have	contracted	
the	chestnut	blight.	This	invasive	
fungus	has	managed	to	all	but	
decimate	the	species.	The	trees	
now	primarily	reach	the	size	of	
sprouts	and	small	saplings	due	
to	the	blights	influence.	Still,	very	
rarely	however,	they	do	achieve	
some	size,	but	these	individual	
trees	vary	from	place	to	place	
and	some	are	even	capable	of	
producing	nuts.	This	is	not	the	
usual	case	however,	and	even	
these	trees	eventually	die	off	from	
the	blight	only	to	regrow	from	their	
stumps	as	tiny	sprouts.

If	you	do	manage	to	stumble	
across	a	tree	bearing	nuts	in	our	
forest,	you	will	be	hard	pressed	
to	find	one	that	hasn’t	had	all	its	
nuts	pilfered	by	squirrels	and	other	
wildlife.	Although	the	chestnut	
is	no	longer	the	prime	mast	
producer,	our	forests	creatures	
still	hold	its	crop	in	higher	regard	
than	the	acorn,	and	will	quickly	
consume	everything	the	tree	has	
to	offer.	Squirrels,	deer,	bear,	and	
other	creatures	all	dine	on	the	
chestnut,	and	will	make	short	work	
of	the	spiny	shelled	nuts.

T
The American Chestnut By Scott Sienko

Although	the	species	has	
declined,	there	is	however	an	
effort	to	restore	it	to	its	former	
glory.	The	American	chestnut	
foundation,	and	other	groups	are	
working	to	find	a	way	to	deal	with	
the	blight,	whether	it	is	breeding	
genetically	modified	trees	who	
are	resistant	to	the	blight,	or	by	
experimenting	with	breeding	
hybrids	with	other	species	of	
chestnut	who	are	resistant	to	the	
blight	as	well.	This	has	been	met	
with	various	levels	of	success,	
and	you	can	even	purchase	new	
hybrid	chestnut	trees	such	as	
the	Dunstan	chestnut	in	some	
nurseries	to	plant.	

The	American	chestnut	tree	is	one	
of	the	treasures	of	our	heritage	
here	in	the	eastern	united	States;	
we	can	use	it	as	an	example	to	
learn	from	to	attempt	to	prevent	
losing	any	further	species.	Not	
only	that,	but	hopefully	someday	
this	great	American	treasure	will	
be	able	to	make	a	comeback,	and	
once	again	grow	in	our	forests.

SHoWN	BEloW:		
BlIgHT	groWTH	oN	

AMErIcAN	cHESTNuT

lAST	NATIvE	cHESTNuT	
SurvIvINg	oN	THE	SIENKo	
ProPErTy
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Mon. Closed, Tue. 5pm - 10pm, Wed-Fri 2pm - 10pm

Sat. 10am - 5pm,  Sun. noon - 5 pm

bring in tHis Ad 
fOr A FREE rOund 

in Our indOOr 
3-d rAnge

DeeR FOx TURKeY

Also providing Also providing Also providing 
custom laser engravingcustom laser engravingcustom laser engraving

for logos for businesses and organizations!for logos for businesses and organizations!for logos for businesses and organizations!

top outdoor Products
22 Kelley Street • Renovo, PA 17764

Toll-free: 888-609-0012      www.topcalls.com

Pick up points by arrangement at:  
Scranton, Stroudsburg, Towanda/Wysox, Susquehanna

1384 potter hill road
Thompson, pa.
18465

866-248-3179

Distributor

red oak  
farm and orchard 
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“So	are	we	doing	this	or	not?”	That’s	
the	question	my	dad	and	I	kept	ask-
ing	 each	 other	 a	 few	 Fridays	 ago	
while	rain	came	down	and	we	were	
supposed	 to	 go	 fishing	 with	 Josh	
Boyd	of	Boyd’s	NEPA	guiding	Ser-
vice.	We	had	rain	gear	on	stand-by	
but	didn’t	know	if	we	really	wanted	
to	spend	a	day	in	the	rain.	Eventu-
ally	we	decided	we	weren’t	going	to	
be	a	couple	of	wusses.	

We	 grabbed	 our	 licenses	 and	 rain	
coats	 and	 met	 Josh	 in	 Tunkhan-
nock	 by	 the	 Susquehanna	 river,	
where	we	would	spend	the	day	fish-
ing	 the	 river	 and	 the	Tunkhannock	
creek	 for	 Small	 Mouth	 Bass.	 Josh	
had	everything	set	up	for	us	and	in-
structed	us	to	hop	on	the	boat	while	
he	used	the	pick-up	to	guide	it	into	
the	river.	He	had	poles	set	up	with	a	
few	different	types	of	bait	that	would	
be	best	for	Small	Mouth.	We	put	on	
our	life	jackets	and	rocketed	over	to	
the	Tunkhannock	 creek	 where	 the	
water	 is	 shallower	 and	 Josh	 says	
it’s	more	fun	to	fish	as	you	can	see	
exactly	what’s	hitting	your	bait.	We	

Boyd’s NEPA Guiding Service By Liz Holbert

caught	 a	 few	 little	 guys	 there	 and	
then	headed	out	to	the	rocky	parts	
of	the	Susquehanna,	under	the	train	
tracks.	All	in	all	we	had	a	fair	catch	
and	the	weather,	though	rainy,	didn’t	
stop	us	from	having	a	great	time.	

Josh	 and	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 guys	 at	
Boyd’s	NEPA	guiding	Service	have	
the	 procedure	 down	 to	 an	 art	 and	
they	 always	 know	 where	 the	 best	
fish	 are	 hiding.	 If	 one	 type	 of	 bait	
isn’t	pulling	anything	 in,	 they	know	
which	 to	 switch	 to	 and	 are	 patient	
with	 even	 the	 very	 first	 of	 begin-
ners	 in	 teaching	 them	 proper	 fish-
ing	 technique	and	 the	best	way	 to	
convince	a	fish	you’re	a	worm	and	
not	a	predator.	No	matter	how	many	
times	we	got	our	hooks	caught	un-
der	 rocks,	 Josh	didn’t	 throw	us	off	
the	boat	but	patiently	 retrieved	 the	
bait	we	got	stuck.	

Boyd’s	 NEPA	 guiding	 Service	
serves	 a	 wide	 variety	 of	 custom-
ers	looking	for	all	different	types	of	
fishing	 and	 boating	 adventures	 in	
Northeastern	PA.	They’re	experts	in	

their	field	and	do	their	utmost	to	give	
customers	the	absolute	best	expe-
rience	possible.	Their	 rates	are	 in-
credibly	reasonable	as	well.	one	of	
the	greatest	things	I	took	away	from	
the	 experience	 was	 practical	 skills	
with	 a	 rod	 and	 reel	 that	 I	 was	 un-
familiar	with	before	that	will	be	very	
helpful	 in	 the	 future	when	 I’m	fish-
ing	 for	some	of	 the	same	varieties	
in	lakes	and	ponds.

Fishing	 with	 Josh	 was	 very	 edu-
cational	as	well	as	enjoyable.	Four	
hours	went	by	way	too	quickly	and	
though	 it	 was	 a	 rainy	 yucky	 day,	
we’re	 very	 glad	 we	 decided	 not	 to	
be	a	couple	of	wusses.	We’ll	most	
definitely	 be	 back,	 hopefully	 on	 a	
day	with	a	few	less	rain	clouds.	

If	you’d	like	to	contact	Boyd’s	NEPA	
guiding	Services	with	fishing	ques-
tions	or	to	schedule	a	charter,	con-
tact	 them	at	570-417-5841	or	570-
985-7400	 or	 visit	 their	 webpage	
at:	 www.boydsnepaguidingservice.
com.	
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This Hunter’s Glimpse of Sweden By Dave Sienko

	 t	 seems	 that	 no	 matter	 where	 you	 go,	 things	 are
	 about	the	same.	My	wife	and	I	took	a	trip	to	Sweden	
with	the	equipment	company	that	produces	our	logging	
equipment.	The	company	is	“rottne,”	which	is	named	
after	the	town	where	it	is	located.

In	 our	 group	 were	 five	 logging	 contractors	 from	 the	
northeast	uS	and	our	host,	rikard,	who	heads	up	the	
uS	 dealership	 for	 rottne	 machines.	 We	 toured	 the	
rottne	 factories	 and	 then	 visited	 local	 logging	 sites	
where	rottne	machines	were	working.	The	main	focus	
of	 our	 visit	 was	 to	 attend	 the	 world’s	 largest	 logging	
trade	show,	Elmia.	rikard	wanted	to	share	some	of	his	
country’s	culture	and	history	with	us	as	well.	We	toured	
castles	and	visited	local	sites	of	interest.

one	of	the	highlights	of	the	trip	was	spending	time	vis-
iting	with	rikard’s	 family.	His	mother	prepared	a	deli-
cious	 traditional	 Swedish	meal	 for	 the	group	and	we	
dined	with	her	along	with	rikard’s	nephew,	Martin,	and	
his	girlfriend,	linda.	The	family	owns	a	farm	not	far	from	
rottne,	 Sweden.	The	 food	 was	 great	 and	 we	 settled	
in	 for	 the	 evening	 with	 coffee	 and	 conversation.	 As	
with	any	group,	most	anywhere,	 the	topics	were	poli-
tics,	the	weather,	local	events	and	hunting.	In	Sweden	
the	only	people	who	are	allotted	hunting	licenses	are	
the	 landowners	and	 those	who	 lease	 land,	 and	 their	
guests.	There	are	no	public	hunting	 lands.	The	game	
our	hosts	mostly	hunted	were	moose,	roe	deer,	Eu-
ropean	hare,	fox	and	wild	boar.	The	moose	are	pretty	
much	the	same	as	here	in	the	uS.	The	deer	are	smaller	
than	our	local	whitetail	and	their	antlers	grow	straight	
up	with	no	spread	and	small	knobby	points.	The	hare	
have	larger	bodies	with	long	ears	that	reach	above	my	
knees.	Hunting	seasons	are	long,	more	than	a	month	
for	moose	and	deer.	There	is	no	closed	season	for	wild	
boar;	if	you	see	them	you	shoot	them,	day	or	night.	As	
here,	the	wild	boar	population	is	getting	out	of	control.	
The	larger	pig	ranges	400	to	500	pounds.	In	Sweden,	
dogs	are	used	widely	 for	hunting.	The	day	before	we	
had	 dinner	 with	 the	 family,	 Martin	 had	 spotted	 some	
wild	boar	at	the	edge	of	a	field	and	the	stalk	was	on.	As	
any	good	hunter	does,	he	entertained	us	with	his	story.	
He	had	a	successful	hunt	taking	two	pigs.

A	 visit	 to	 a	 local	 gun	 and	 hunting	 store	 was	 on	 the	
agenda.	 There	 were	 many	 different	 brands	 of	 guns,	
some	 of	 which	 we	 did	 not	 recognize.	 We	 were	 told	
that	the	gun	of	choice	–	if	one	could	afford	it	–	is	a	3-	
barrel	 rifle-shotgun	 combo.	 one	 barrel	 was	 for	 a	

12-gauge	 shotgun	 with	 a	 smaller	 caliber	 rifle	 and	 a	
larger	caliber	rifle	(slightly	bigger	than	a	30-06)	round-
ing	 out	 the	 trio.	 All	 three	 were	 mounted	 on	 a	 frame	
like	an	over-under	shotgun	with	sights.	The	store	had	
plenty	of	ammo	on	the	shelves,	unlike	here	in	the	uS.	
The	hunting	clothes	are	much	the	same,	not	as	many	
camo	patterns,	mostly	dark	forest	colors	as	the	forest	
is	mostly	spruce	and	pine.	The	store	had	its	own	un-
derground	firing	range	with	thick	bullet-proof	windows	
and	heavy	reinforced	doors.	In	Sweden,	gun	ownership	
is	very	controlled.	Be	thankful	for	the	NrA	here	in	the	
uSA!

It	was	great	to	get	the	opportunity	to	see	the	latest	tech-
nology	in	logging	equipment	and	to	learn	a	little	about	
Sweden’s	people,	their	culture	and	heritage.	A	trip	well	
worth	taking	–	giving	just	a	glimpse	of	Sweden.

I

Rottne

MArTIN	WITH	oNE	oF	
HIS	BoArS.
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