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'jp:s[ got back from Saskatchewan
“where 1 was fortunate to shoot a
Boone and Crockett-class buck.
While.T \ivas sitting out there in subzero

temperétures, I began to think about all
the places 1 have hunted, all the
outfitters 1 have known and all the
Jandowners 1 have helped manage their
deer. Believe me, when you are sitting
for hours in the cold, a lot runs through
your mind.

So, just for fun, I started analyzing

why this particular outfitter was so
successful and so many others were not.
This column is the result of that mental
v )

a ttiz‘zy..'I"t ‘is the one that appears
~predi tab}y in every periodical at least

reliaB'ié hunting operation, Yet, in reality,
the” purpo__e of the article is to provide

_ an “infomercial” about some pet
qp'grat-lon(s) : for whom the author
_works! Objegtivity is not a component of
the article.
N h1s column is not a disguised version
of stich an ‘.'amcle The outfitter T used in
Saskatchewan was Fred Gopher, who
operates ‘Double Arrow Outfitters. Fred
tinely kills some of the largest bucks

in-this column is unnecessary. However,
1 do -want to use [red as my good

,ortiunafé,_;o hunt every habitat in which
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By Dr. James C. Kroll, Ph.D.

This
represents a staggering array of outfitters

whitetails reside. experience

and guides. In addition, 1 also have
participated in countless hunting shows,
including the Hunters Extravaganzas®
put on each summer by the Texas
Trophy Hunters Association.

My first exposure to such shows was
one of the first shows our magazine put
on. It tock place at Laredo. At that time,
two things were common components in
exhibitor booths: beautiful women and
starched, monogrammed shirts. As we
have gotten older, the beautiful women
seem to have disappeared, but the shirts
are still there!
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In those days, visiting a2 booth was .
very predictable. Behind a tall, bar-like |
display sat two men on personalized bar
stools, each person with the requisite ;::__

monogrammed, heavily starched shirt.
Behind them were two or three deer

heads, which moere often than not did @
not come from their operation. if they |-
did, the bucks were taken in the distant &

past.

The demeanor of these guys wasi
curious. You quickly were given the E
impression they knew more about :’_
huniing than Fred Bear. “H you want to

kill bucks like these,”

exclaim, “you better book with us early.”

one would |
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- Then, the other would flip through an
old photo album, which eddly enough
contained a large number of pictures of
these two guys with bucks,

Il you took the bait, in many cases the
hunt was one never to be [orgotten.
When you arrived on the hunting
property, you encountered two very
different people. The starched shirts
were replaced by torn T-shirts, which
ooth was revealed the “awesome” physical
1. bar-like condition of the ocutfitters. The “lodge”
was an old ranch house, littered with
fquor bottles, empty cans and assorted
debris teft over the millennia.

After a mostly sleepless night with five
snoring strangers, the “guide” arrives late
to drive you to your stand. At that point,
any resemblance between a hunting
guide and your driver was purely
coincidental. “Find you a place here in
guys was the front seat,” he directs. There is never
given the %2 comment about safety.

e about You push over the empty chicken box,
U want to used oileans and rags to make room for
1w would you and your rifle. He then proceeds to
1us early.” forget where the blind was, arriving
there after sunrise.

alized bar .
- requisite
hed shirt.
hree deer
n not did
n. If they
he distant

In the blind, you find numerous
tigarette butts, an empty whiskey bottle
and several spent cartridges representing
at least four calibers. As the day warms
p, the humming you hear turns out to
be the red wasps making a home behind
the stained carpel on the walls.

. The scene is repeated over and over
the next two days, at which time you
ccumh to temptation and shoot a 2-
jear—old eight-pointer. Sound familiar?
w, let’s look at how a true professional
erates,

already declared that Fred was going
1o be my good example. So, let’s take my
periences from the top, using Fred as a

- Producing a quality hunting program
s ot an easy task. In addition, the cost
in time and money associated with
lilming a TV show is so high you have to
be very careful where you hunt. So,
fore I make the commitment to tape a
ow at a particular location, believe me,

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 140]
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]EFF AVANT RANCH SALES

Smce 1982 — Dllley Texas

Favala Co, 3,400 ac, The "Str. -Ranch" beautlful Iodge area, part high fenced, 3-catrizo
wells, irrg, pivot, 15 tanks, quad country to heavy brush blmds & feeders. $2,.350/ac.
Meading Go, 300+ Beauriful rolliig ranch, new high fence, tgnch house, 2 cabins, covered
bar, cattle pens, water well, laké.w/ bass, 3 tanks, minerals! $6,250/ac.

Vb Co, 1,150 ac., Part h:gh fenced all brush, several tanks, access to Carrizo water,
minerals, excellent big deer country and priced to selllf $1 475/ ac.

LaSalle Co. 800-1,450% ac,, ngh fenced, Lodge, 2 mobile homes, water wells, tanks, red
sandy soils, excellent deer, dove anid quaxf area, fmin., near Dd[ey $2,,500/ ac,

Visit our Webszte Tor more information and other Listings!

AVANT SOUTH TEXAS HUNTS

e have been providing guaranteed whitetail
A" Pﬁckage hunts for over 20 years with 100%

success rafe: Wc offer a limited number of hunts each
yeat thal: range fram the management bucks to the
tmphles We have produced winnets at the Los
Cazadores contest and others as well. For further
information look at aur website or call Roger Barile,
Guide at 830-378-3578 or 617-799-7375

JEFE AVAINT RANCH SALES

REAL ESTATE BROKER
PO DRAWER 9 » DILLEY, TEXAS 78017
830-965-1775 Fax: 830-965.4338
"f“’“’.ﬂvﬂ"trﬂnci'lsﬂles.tnm
E-mail: jeff({@avantianchsales.com

MC LONGWATER RANCH

chhland Sprmgs, Texas
Between Brady & San Saba

Fully—Gmded (Bow or: Rlﬂe)
Trophy. Whltetall Hunts

Guided Hunts availabie for Dove, Quail, Spring Turkey & Exotics
High and Low Fence [funting Packages
Fishing Packages « Airport Pick Up » Meals and Lodging Provided
Credit Cards Accepted » Corporate Groups Welcome

(325) 623-5500

Email - melengwater@centex.net « www. melongwater.com » Scientific Breeder #1639
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%o ve{'potentlal outfitters has been very
1 thought 1 would share

successful
Fhem with you.

0

E_ijfst.,,‘-l_[mpressions

My first encounter with Fred Gopher
was. inthe “spill over” room of the
flunter's Extravaganza® in Ft. Worth.
Between Iy . presentations, I like to
q etly ‘citculate among the crowd,
stﬁdylng each booth’s merits from afar.

Fred’s booth was located in a back
cornet of the hall. It consisted of a table,
a backdrop with several pictures and
several antlers. It was nol an imposing
booth, but the pictures and antlers
certainly were. I stopped to discuss his
operation.

Fred was there with a couple of his
guides. Their overall appearance was
;aeat, clean and professional. When

&d-ab uti"ﬂ‘the'u‘ operation, Fred

Lhat they were from one of the local
‘hunters who had hunted with Double

SATIOW: Outﬁtters for a number of years.,

Getting heads down from Saskaichewan
" was. not easy, so why not use one of his
hunters trophles? “These are very good
] _” he:"offered “but we kLll some

i plcked up ihe sheds and asked about
“These were picked up by the

the m£ mation; and walked orn.

Yatér, 1 returned each of the three days
and stood afar, watching how Fred and
hls “guides interacted with the crowd.
Ever one received the same atteniion,

'-'S!a courtesy and, most important,
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same story. Fred qualified for the next
step.

References

On my last visit, I inquired about the
names and addresses of all his most
recent hunters. I randomly picked out
several names and made calls, Each
pretty much said the same thing; Fred
was the real deal and a straight shooter.
I did not receive a single negative
comtnent.

The Camp

During my phone conversations, 1
asled some questions about specifics.
During this phase, [ focused on the
camps Fred operated. “What kind ol
vehicles do they use?” T inquired. The
“They drive
mostly pickups in good condition.”
Then, 1 asked the state of
equipment. What kind of bineculars did

general comment was,
about

they use? Did they take pictures of the
recovery ol their buck? Were their
vehicles clean? Were they always on
time? These are tell-tale questions to
ask.

1 then turned to ‘camp ocperation.
What kind of steeping accommodations
did they have? The general reply was
most either stayed at a bed and breakfast
or at one of the camps.

1 then asked about
accommodations. How many folks slept

sleeping

in a room? On a 2006 hunt at another
operation, | had to sleep in a large bunk
room with eight bunk beds full of
snoring old men! You know, John
Wesley Hardin once shot a man for
snoring, and 1 am fully sympathetic.
Getting enough sleep is a critical
component to trophy hunting. Most of
Freds clients said they slept in clean
rooms, no mote than [our people at a
time.

The meals were simple, home cooked
affairs. You do not have to serve gourmet
food to impress me. 1 have hunted at
places where the food was the only thing
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good abeut the hunt. You cannot mount
a porlc chop.

How a person treats his game animals
tells me a great deal about him also. This
applies both to respect given the animal
and care of the meat and cape. An
operatar who lets deer hang under a tree
or shed for days probably will fail you in
other ways. Fred and his guides treated
killed bucks with proper respect and
processed animals quickly on arrival.
The only thing that held up processing
was photography.

Photography is another diagnostic 1
use. Why would you noi want to
document both the hunt and the
animal? Freds folks, 1 was told, were all
equipped with cameras and took great
care to get tasteful photographs that
accentuated the best points about each
buck. This serves both the hunter and
the outfitter.

No one appreciates what we have Tong
called the “midnight in the garage”
photograph. This consists of a deer
hanging in a garage by its antlers or hind
legs, blood covered and tongue hanging
out. Beside the deer stands one or moze
men with beer cans in their hands
smiling. And then, there is the
“wonderful” field shot of a hunter
astride his buck, knife [irmly gripped
between his teeth!

My last camp-related questio?; was
about the camp atmosphere in general.
Was this a drunken brawl or a group of
serious trophy hunters? Did the guys get
along? How many iepeat hunters weie
there? These also are critical questions.
Again, Fred passed the test.

The Opportunity

i once had a guy come up to me in ]
North Carolina and say, “I'm really nota
When 1
investigated what made him think 0

very good deer hunter”

poorly about himself, he disclosed he
had never killed a trophy-class buck. 1
asked him about the ages of bucks he

{CONTINUED ON PAGE 142]
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NUED FROM PAGE 140}

illed, finding out most were
ature animals, Because none of these
cored above 140 somehow meant to
is man he was not a good hunter.
. What he did not consider, however,
" was there are very few record-class
bucks killed anywhere in that state. 1
thirik it is a hard and fast rule: “You can’t
- kill a trophy buck where none live!”

So, before you shell out cash for a
hunt; always do some research on
whether “or not trophy bucks are
common to that area. Most states and
provinces now operate a big buck record
system. Obtain a copy and examine
where and when such bucks were taken
in that state or province. It may turn out
the last time a big buck was killed in
your outfitter’s area was 20 years ago—
not much chance for you to succeed,

I also lock at year-to-year comparisons
of the top bucks. Some of the latest

e }Jotspots are already showing signs of

¢ present Reputauons for trophy
bucks. may ‘have been earned a decade
“ago; with very few taken in the last three

on purpose to exclude the
5 an attempt to reduce the

. the best way:t tfokilla big buck. If you are
not a bowhunter you may need to thmk

{4 A good operator will routinely
he scores. of every buck taken,
along with the age of the buck. If he has
not already done so, calculate the
"average Boone and Crockett (B&C)
score, of last year’s bucks. Often, one or
onsters will disproportionately

FRED

affect the calculation of average.

To offset this effect, graph the number
of bucks killed by 10-inch score classes.
This distribution of kills will tell you a
great deal about your chances of taking
a buck of a lifetime. Some Texas ranches
rest their reputations on one or two
trophy bucks each season, while the
average buck taken from their ranch is
less than 140 inches!

Fred’s average scores were remarkably
high. I determined my chances of killing
a buck breaking 150 inches were high
enough to commit to the hunt. In three
seasons, I have killed two bucks, one a
160-class and the other a massive typical
scoring 173-4/8, with 12-inch brow
tines, ¥ &

The one year I'did kill a buck was the
worst weather ever experienced in
Saskatchewan, with air temperatures
exceeding 50° F Buck movement was
totally shut off, and the best buck | saw
was a 150-class 4-year-old. That
certainly cannot be blamed on Fred,

Management is Important

I have made a hunting career of
pursuing what I refer to as “wilderness
whitetails.” These are deer living in far
away, primitive places such as northern
Mexico, western Canada and any
mountainous terrain, (The more severe
the weather, the better the hunting
opportunity.} But, these types of places
are slowly disappearing as man expands
his range across North America. More

and more, you have to consider whether

or not a place is managed to find good
hunting,

As T have pointed out many times,
“management” takes many forms,
ranging from feeding to a total package
consisting of habitat, population and
hunter/management strategies.

If the place you are considering touts
itself as “managed,” take some time to
find out what that means. A high fence
does not mean a place is managed! What
are they doing for their deer? How long
have they been in a management
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program? Do they cull their deer? These
and others are important questions to’
ask.

Again, the best diagnostic to whether
or not an operation indeed is managed

lies with records. If the operator can
show you detailed records about the
effectiveness of his management:
program, he probably is running a pretty
good operation,

Good records include: 1) chars and
graphs showing the numbers and ages of
deer taken over time; 2) trends in B&C
scores and ages; and 3) health indicators
such as reproductive success. More
recently, photographs from infrared-
triggered cameras--taken during the
current year—are being commonly
taken. Again, Fred and his guides
impressed me by not only having trail
camera photographs for the current crop
of bucks, but also the latest technology
for storing and analyzing them.

Final Points

The number of commercial whitetail
hunting operations is growing at an
impressive rate; that's a great thing
Hunter opportunity is increasing along
with this trend. However, this also
presetits the potential pay hunter with a
confusing array of operations tg,choose
from. A pay hunt is not cheap, and you.
cannot afford to waste your time or your:
money. Using the diagnostics discussed:
in this column, you should at least
reduce your <chances of
disappointed next season.

Some of them are obviously thos

bein

made during the hunt and do you very:
little good in decision-making. But,
you ask questions about each criterion
from references and the outfitter, yo
can make a more informed decision, !’]

Writer's Note: If you are interested in;
trying to get in on a hunt at Double Arrow
Outfitters, look them up at the Hunters
Extravaganzas® this summer Tell Fre
Gopher [ said, “Hi.”
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