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	 he story begins in the summer 
	 when I began building a fence 
around the perimeter of our upper 
(destination) food plot.

Deer are lazy critters and we need-
ed a way to “funnel” them, instead 
of having them enter anywhere they 
wanted into the 10-acre smorgas-
bord of food plots my son, son-in-
law and I had planted throughout 
the spring, summer and fall plant-
ing season. The plan was to build a 
simple 3-strand barbed wire fence 
with strategically placed openings 
that would allow us to hunt these 
funnels and take advantage of the 
deer’s natural instinct to travel the 
path with the least resistance by not 
jumping the fence.

As soon as the fence was complete, 
the deer started using these funnels 
very heavily as indicated by the 

PA Buck Forage Buck

Wendel Crosby’s “Jim Buck”

by Glenn Wolfe, Director of Sales & Marketing
Co-operative Feed Dealers Inc.

number of pictures we were getting 
on our trail cameras.

It didn’t take long to identify three or 
four good bucks that were using the 
funnels and these bucks then went 
on our “shooter” list.

The first couple of weeks of PA  
archery season didn’t offer the cor-
rect wind to hunt the southeast  
funnel stand, so we let it sit idle; the 
evening of October 18th the weath-
er prediction sounded good, so I left 
work early as the conditions would 
be perfect for my first sit in this  
funnel stand.

After a quick shower and changing 
into my hunting clothes, I jumped 
into the southeast funnel stand. The 
evening got off to a pretty quick start 
having several doe come through 
the funnel and by my stand shortly 
after 4:00 PM.

T

I	 had the chance to be the next to
	 last person to see this trophy 
buck alive. Although I never had an 
opportunity to shoot at him, my in-
formation and encouragement pro-
vided to Wendel helped him harvest 
this monster buck who is at least 
named after me.

In order to give this story justice, I 
need to share where this adventure 
started. While representing Buck 
Forage Products at a Sportsman’s 
expo near Hagerstown, Maryland, 

this past summer, I met Wendel, 
Lisa, and Harold (Pappy) from Bed-
rock Big Bucks. We shared nearby 
displays and several hot and humid 
days, sometimes with the tempera-
tures surpassing 100 degrees Fahr-
enheit. Wendel’s display featured 
some of the buck that had been 
taken in their area of Ohio and I 
told him how I would love to some-
day have the opportunity to hunt 
there. One thing led to another and 
as we parted ways I told the guys 
that I would check my schedule out 

This is Glenn’s Pope & Young PA Buck. 
He also harvested a Pope & Young 
buck in Kansas while hunting with the 
Buck Forage Gang. We will feature 
Glenn’s “Bloody Antler” buck in the 
next edition of WMN.

Wendel Crosby with his 330 lb.  
“Jim Buck”!
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The doe, fawn and small buck activity was somewhat 
steady from 4:00 PM on, moving from my neighbor’s 
property to our destination food plots.

Around 5:15 PM I saw one of the bucks on our “shooter” 
list come out of a bedding area on the neighbor’s prop-
erty and feed out into their hay field about 200 yards 
away.

Soon after seeing the shooter in the neighbor’s field, 
I had a really nice 8-point that didn’t quite make our 
“shooter” list come through the funnel at 15 yards. I at-
tached my release to the string loop and was tempted 
to shoot this buck because in person he looked bigger 
than the trail camera pictures showed, but I let him walk 
hoping to get a shot at the “BIG 8” that was still in the 
neighbor’s field.

As it got closer to dark the deer in the neighboring field 
continued to move in the direction of the funnel where I 
sat. Around 5:30 PM the “BIG 8” made his way toward 
the Buck Forage Oat plot like he had so many times be-
fore, but the fatal mistake he made was walking through 
the funnel during daylight hours as I sat in the stand 
only 15 yards away.

I drew my bow before he got to the funnel and as he 
walked out on the stand side, I shot him walking at 15 
yards; he ran 60 yards into our field of Big Bluestem 
and stood there for a minute or two before he laid down. 
I watched the area where he laid until dark to make 
sure he didn’t get back up and I slipped out of my tree 
stand and circled wide of the area as to not disturb the 
deer and went home for dinner. After having dinner and 
discussing the scenario with my son, we decided that I 
probably hit him back in the lungs or the liver and that 
we should give him extra time to expire as I certainly 
didn’t want to jump this buck after dark and risk the pos-
sibly of not finding him. I went back at daylight the next 
morning, climbed my stand for a reference point in the 
Big Bluestem and walked straight to my buck about 70 
yards away.

This is the largest buck we have taken off the property 
since purchasing it seven years ago.

Stats:
Estimated 3½ years old

8 point
19½” inside spread

21½” outside spread
Live weight 240 lbs

Dressed weight 199 lbs

PA Buck Forage Buck continued from page 1 “Jim Buck” continued from page 1

and talk to some friends to try and coordinate a trip to  
Bedrock.

Several months later, Wendel contacted me again to 
build a fire under my butt to get things going for a hunt. 
I contacted some friends, picked a date (when the rut 
would be on), sent deposit checks, and made arrange-
ments to take some Buck Forage seeds with me as 
well.

The 9-hour trip to Wendel’s lodge flew by as we drove 
Dave Sienko’s pickup across PA and Ohio. Scott 
Glezen, Dave, Dan Sorg, and I knew we were timing 
our trip well with the rut because of the number of road 
kill bucks we observed along the highway!

Conversations while en route to a hunting adventure 
are always animated and fun and I think Scott had the 
most profound thought when he said that regardless of 
the outcome, it was great to get out of Dodge for a few 
days and hang out with three good guys. Dave, Dan 
and I were hoping to see some good bucks and maybe 
lucky enough to bag one, but on a first time hunt at a 
new place, we really didn’t know what to expect. Ev-
eryone knows that regardless of how much you spend 
there are always horror stories once you arrive. Since 
I was the ring leader of this hunt, I was really praying 
for a good experience for my friends (I didn’t want to be 
thrown out of the truck on the way home).

We arrived at Bedrock Big Bucks in time for a bear pot 
roast dinner and Wendel showed us our rooms. Only 
four hunters are booked at a time and the accommoda-
tions are absolutely outstanding. Each guest had his 
own bedroom (no snoring bunk mates) and a full bath 
for two to share.

The hunt began the next morning after we had a huge 
breakfast. Wendel and Harold (Pappy) dropped us off 
on the stands we were shown the evening of our arrival. 
We did not take any deer the first morning, but Dan 
scored first with a nice eight point (he shot it because 
he thought it was a nine point and wanted it because 
he had never killed a nine. Scott got his buck the first  
afternoon as well, a huge 240 lb eight point scoring 
over 140.

Dave Sienko and I continued to hunt the next couple of 
days with Wendel and Pappy doing their utmost to get 
us in the path of a big buck. Dave had a nice buck in 
range after seeing several smaller ones but could not 
get a good shot off at it.

Continued next page



4th Edition 2012	 Page 3

“Jim Buck” continued

The last afternoon of our hunt I was 
set up in an area where there was a 
lot of doe activity and I did see four 
small buck. Late in the afternoon 
with dusk approaching, the largest 
deer I have ever seen in my life shot 
out of the thick wooded area and 
stood at the edge of a bank. This 
buck was in pursuit of a couple of 
doe that had been feeding on locust 
pods in the area and were now over 
the bank and out of sight. I grunted 
several times and got his attention 
but his mind was on a hot girlfriend, 
not me. He did have an attitude and 
gave me a look like “When I’m done 
here, I’m coming back to kick your 
butt.” He never got closer than 80 
yards.

When Wendel and the guys came 
back to pick me up at a pre-ar-
ranged site, they asked what I had 
seen that afternoon. I told them that 
I saw the biggest deer I had ever 
seen – in fact it was like a horse with 
antlers.

Back at the lodge Wendel and Pap-
py were more than a little excited 
about my sighting of this buck. In 
fact they knew of this buck and had 
not seen hide nor hair of him for 
several weeks. When a deer like this 

comes up missing, Ohio is just like 
anywhere else, there is always the 
potential for a poacher to take him.

As we sat around the kitchen table 
talking, I could tell Wendel was be-
coming more and more excited. 
He asked me about the shape of 
the rack and how many points and 
where and when it came out in rela-
tionship to the stand I was in. I told 
him exactly where he was and what 
he did but couldn’t give him an idea 
of points, I said only that there were 
lots of them and he probably had 
close to a 24” inside spread.

Finally all of the little boy came out 
of Wendel, and believe me Wendel 
is not a little boy, and he said, “That’s 
it; I’m taking off work and going af-
ter him.” I didn’t hear from Wendel 
until Tuesday night. He called me 
at home right from the field where 
he set up and I had last seen the 
“Monster.” “Jimmy,” he said, “I nailed 
him! He was quartering away inside 
15 yards. I stuck him good!” Then 
Wendel said, “Man! I think I’m going 
to have a heart attack!” I told him to 
settle down and chill out and that we 
needed him to take us hunting next 
year! So don’t go having a heart  
attack.

Wendel went home and I wouldn’t 
be surprised if he had a little liq-
uid encouragement! He went back 
the following morning after what 
I’m sure was a sleepless night to 
find his “Jim Buck.” I told you that 
Wendel is a pretty big guy, but the 
“Jim Buck” is a tad bigger than him. 
This Ohio bruiser weighed 330 Ibs., 
scored over 170 and had an inside 
spread of 22” (I exaggerated at 24”) 
and had 13 points with triple eye 
guards on one side!

The folks at Bedrock Big Bucks like 
to limit the number of guests to four 
for the simple and great philoso-
phy of being able to share the ex-
perience with the hunters. I wasn’t 
physically there to share Wendel’s 
hunting experience, but I was there 
to see him drag out Scott Glezen’s 
deer, and honestly I think Wendel 
was as happy as Scott was to get 
that trophy. We booked a trip for 
next year already and if you would 
like to have an excellent afford-
able hunting experience in Ohio, 
by all means contact Bedrock Big 
Bucks at 614-499-6589 or www.
bedrockbigbucks.com. You won’t be 
disappointed!

Scott Glezen
2012 Crossbow Buck
Taken at Bedrock Big Bucks
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Dunstan Chestnut Tree Sale
Our previous Dunstan Chestnut Tree Sale was a huge success! It’s great to know that people are very much in-
terested in repopulating this historic tree…one tree at a time. If you would like information and/or be added to our 
email list, please send request to: denisesellers@epix.net.

Why are chestnuts better than oaks? They begin to bear in only 2-4 years. You don't need to wait 20 years for them 
to start bearing like with many oaks. They are proven to bear 10-20 lbs of nuts per tree by 10 years old, before 
most oaks even start to bear. Plus, chestnuts bear every year without the on-year, off for 2-3 year cycles that many 
oaks have. Chestnuts are sought out by deer because of the sweet-tasting nuts and their nutritional value – they 
have very high carbohydrates and protein, and they have no bitter-tasting tannin like oaks. Chestnuts bear from 
September to early November. —RealTree Nursery

SUSQUEHANNA BRANCH OF THE QDMA DUNSTAN CHESTNUT TREE SALE
 $13.75 PER TREE

DEADLINE FOR ORDER/PAYMENT:  MARCH 9, 2013 
Orders and payment must be received by the end of the day on Saturday, March 9th

 Orders and payments can be given to Bob Wagner 570-278-1011 ext. 108  
or Matt Sellers 215-651-9328 or 570-278-9358 or mail to:

 QDMA Susquehanna Branch, PO Box 454, Montrose, PA  18801
 
Details and description from the Realtree Nursery – Dunstan Chestnuts are the best and most widely planted chestnut variet-
ies in America – they combine the excellent nut quality and tree form of the American Chestnut with the blight resistance of 
Chinese Chestnut.  There has never been an instance of Dunstan Chestnuts dying from the blight, and they have been grown 
successfully from Maine and New York, west to Illinois and Wisconsin, and south to east Texas and Florida. Dunstan Chest-
nuts are the best tree for deer and wildlife. They produce heavy annual crops (never skipping a year like oaks) of very large, 
sweet-tasting (no tannin) nuts that average 20-35/lb, and can produce 10-20 lbs/tree after 10 years, and as much as 40 lbs/tree 
at maturity.  Trees begin to bear in only 2-4 years. They are easy to grow and thrive in a variety of locations. Plant at least two 
trees for pollination, but production is better with increased quantities planted together.  
 
Height: 60-80', Spread: 30-40', Flowers: Showy catkins, Pollination: Need a minimum of two trees. Bloom season: May, Bears: 
Sep-Oct, Light requirements: Full sun, Soil type: Well-drained pH 5.5-7.0. Pruning: Central leader. Maintenance: Easy.  
Hardiness Zone: 4-9
 

Trees will need to be picked up at Matt Sellers, 5059 Meshoppen Creek Road, Montrose.   
Please be sure to include your phone number so we can contact you when the trees are delivered.

NAME:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE:  ________________________________________    EMAIL:   _______________________________________

# OF TREES:  _______  X   $13.75

# OF TREE TUBES (optional but recommended):  _______   X   $3.75     

# OF STAKES (optional but recommended):   _______    X   $1.25

TOTAL AMOUNT:    $  _________________

Please make checks payable to the QDMA Susquehanna Branch.  Thank you!

TREES:  18 to 36 inches 
(bare rooted)
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Realtree APG HD © 2006 of Jordan Outdoor Enterprises, Ltd; All Rights 

  INVEST IN BETTER HABITAT
DUNSTAN CHESTNUT

THE BEST FOOD PLOT TREE
Guaranteed Blight Resistance

Bears in only 2-4 years
10 lbs/tree in 10 years

Better nutrition than oaks
Grows from MI to FL Zones 4-9

Persimmons, oaks & much more

www.realtreenursery.com
 1-855-386-7826

This is the season to enhance your woodlot for wildlife. 
Your chainsaw and trimmers are probably your most important tools right now. 
Make plans to use them for daylighting fruit trees, creating cover and browse.

BINGHAMTON AGWAY
145 Broad Ave. • Binghamton, NY 13904 

P: 607-723-7409 • F: 607-723-3853

Corona  
Ergonomic Bypass Pruner
Model – BP4250 Only

$13.9950% OFF
WITH COUPON   Reg. $27.99

Telescoping Pole Pruner   $599.99
Model – HT101

For the Big Pruning Jobs
Rent a 
Self-feed  
Woodchipper
Model – BC600

Only $175.00/day

Chainsaw  
w/16” Bar & Chain   

$369.99
Model – MS290

www.BinghamtonAgway.com
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Monday - Friday: 7 AM – 5 PM
Saturday: 7 AM – 2 PM
Sunday: 8 AM – 1 PM

TAYLOR RENTAL

Maybe there are 
Deer on PA State 
Game Lands
Bill Stepniak proudly displays his record buck that he 
took on State Game Lands this 2012 rifle season. Bill 
knows very well what takes up residency on State Game 
Lands because he is one of the guys who is employed 
by Pennsylvania to plant food plots and create habitat 
for all types of wildlife on these properties. 

It’s no easy task to oversee the thousand acres that are 
involved in our game lands. The Game Commission 
welcomes the help of many organizations such as the 
Quality Deer Management Association and the Nation-
al Wild Turkey Federation who generously donate time 
and funding to create habitat and food sources. The Buck Forage Oat company has also been very generous in 
donating thousands of dollars worth of clover, chicory, and oat seed to be planted on State Game Lands. 

To see the quality of Bill’s magnificent deer, it is evident that the great effort of the managers of this PA public 
property is paying off. Bill told me that many people have had the attitude that State Game Lands are the place 
to hunt only if you don’t have anywhere else to go. I think when folks see this is the kind of deer that makes the 
game lands home, they are going to change their minds. 

Bill’s PA Game Land Buck Scored 165 7/8”



PHONE: 570-278-1131  FAX: 570-278-3835
www.andreandson.com

Store Hours 

Mon - Fri 7:00 am - 6:00 pm Sat 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

we have everything you need for your food plots!!

Soil Analysis

Pesticides

Fertilizer

Lime

Moultrie Feeders
Game Cameras
Deer Minerals

Game Plot Seeds
Deer Feed

ATV Spreaders

Seed Broadcasters

Soil Test Probes

ATV Tank Sprayers
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Josh Ely - Prop
570-278-4555

Grow Avenue • Montrose, PA 18801

 

  Good Times Sportfishing
  215 Graham Hollow Road

  Hallstead, PA 18822
  gdxsportfishing@hotmail.com

607-768-9121
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Northeast Regional Coyote Hunt – $2000 Grand Prize!
February 1, 2, & 3, 2013

Sponsored by District 9, Pa. Trappers Assn.

$2000 grand prize will be awarded to the hunter with the heaviest coyote. Also, a $250 dally prize will be awarded to the heaviest coyote 
weighed in each day, and $100 will be awarded for all other coyotes turned in during the hunt. Coyotes taken on the three days of the hunt 
in Bradford, Susquehanna, Wayne, Wyoming, Lackawanna, Pike, Luzeme and Sullivan Counties may be entered for weigh-in.

Coyotes may be taken by HUNTING ONLY. NO TRAPPED OR CABLE-RESTRAINED COYOTES ALLOWED. Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission regulations must be strictly adhered to. Coyotes must be taken by fair chase/stalk methods. In case of a tie, the first coyote weighed 
in wins.

Weigh-in will be held at the Triton Hose Co., 116 West Tioga St., Tunkhannock, PA 18657, from 12:00 PM to 8:00 PM on Friday & Saturday, 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM on Sunday. WEIGH-IN ENDS AT 2:00 PM SHARP ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3. A weigh-in dinner, included in the 
entry fee, will be held for all entrants on Sunday from 1:00 to 3:00 PM.

All members of a hunting party must be registered in the hunt. All coyotes entered become the property of the Hunt Committee. Hunter 
who makes the kill must present the coyote for registration. The Hunt Committee may not award prizes for 72 hours after the hunt ends 
to allow review of the animals and verification of rules compliance. An autopsy may be done on animals that the Hunt Committee deems 
suspicious. By paying the entry fee the hunter agrees that the decision of the Hunt Committee is final. Any infractions will result in immedi-
ate disqualification of the hunter(s) involved, and all prize monies and entry fees will be forfeited.

$25 early entry fee (due by January 21) will cover the three days of the hunt plus weigh-in dinner from 1:00 to 3:00 on Sunday. $30 late 
registration fee is required after January 21. Registrations will not be accepted after 10:00 PM January 30. Clip the registration below and 
send along with a check or money order made out to District 9, Pa. Trappers Assn. Mail to: Northeast Regional Coyote Hunt, 3833 Old 
Newburg Turpike, Union Dale. PA 18470. For more info call 570-942-6895 or 570-679-2318, or e-mail pricee@nep.net – “coyote hunt infor-
mation” in the subject line of the e-mail.

Name:  Phone: 

Address:

City, State:  Zip:

E-Mail:       Attending Buffet? (circle one)   Y  N

My signature below indicates I have read the rules and agree to abide by the decisions of the Hunt Committee.

Signature:  Date:

Beaver Carcasses Wanted
Pelt and castor glands may be retained by trapper

Purpose: To determine beaver age structure and reproductive rate within each Wildlife Management Unit (WMU). Female reproduc-
tive tracts and skulls will be used to estimate litter size and age at first reproduction.

Whole carcasses including skulls are needed. However, we are not collecting juvenile (kit) beavers (kits usually 
weigh less than 28 Ibs). Each carcass must be tagged with 1) Date of harvest, 2) Wildlife Management Unit, 3) County, 4) 
Township, 5) Watercourse name, and 6) Trapper’s name. Carcass tags will be provided to cooperating trappers.

Decomposed carcasses cannot be used. Trappers may be required to transport beaver carcasses to a PGC regional office, PTA fur 
sale, or other pick up point. We may reach the quota for the number of carcasses needed in a WMU. If a WMU quota is reached, we 
will attempt to contact you and will not collect any additional carcasses from that WMU.

If you are interested in becoming a cooperating trapper, please contact:

Tom Hardisky  
PGC Wildlife Biologist  
2621 E. Winter Road  
Loganton, PA 17747  
570-725-3663  
thardisky@pa. gov
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Food and cover corps foremen Chuck 
wiseman (L) and Darren Pettyjohn (R) share 

how PA state game lands are managed.

Pennsylvania Game Commission Speakers 
at QDMA Meeting
	 he Susquehanna Branch of the
	Q uality Deer Management As-
sociation (QDMA) hosted an open 
meeting in November, at the Cen-
tral Conservation Club in South 
Montrose. This meeting featured 
speakers from the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission (PGC), Wildlife 
Conservation Officer Mike Webb, 
PGC Food and Cover Corps Fore-
men Chuck Wiseman and Darren  
Pettyjohn.

The focus of PGC Wildlife Officer 
Webb’s talk was an update of his 
current work activities, sportsman-
ship and how hunters and land-
owners can help to improve hunting 
opportunities for everyone. One way 
to improve hunting opportunities is 
to help stop illegal hunting (poach-
ing). One way this could be done is 
by providing accurate and timely in-
formation to the PGC Regional Of-
fice (570-675-1143) about poach-
ing. Officer Webb detailed that there 
had been a considerable amount of 
illegal hunting done in the western 
part of Susquehanna County. Of-
ficer Webb said that during the fall 
hunting season he often works 80-
100 hours per week of which much 
is focused on reported illegal shoot-
ing and hunting.

Wiseman and Pettyjohn both spoke 
of their crews’ activities on the lo-
cal State Game Lands (SGL) 35, 
140, 219, 236 in Susquehanna 
and Bradford Counties. The PGC 
Food and Cover Corps is a little 
known part of the Game Commis-
sion whose efforts are focused on 
habitat improvement projects on the 
more than 1.4 million acres of State 
Game Lands. The PGC network of 
State Game Lands is critical to en-
suring that wildlife will always have 

T access to the three habitat com-
ponents it needs to survive: food, 
shelter and water. Both Wiseman 
and Pettyjohn spoke 
about their crews’ 
work such as prepar-
ing and planting food 
plots and mowing 
herbaceous open-
ings, mowing grass 
and legume areas 
several times from 
spring through fall, 
spraying herbicides 
to control noxious 
weeds and undesir-
able species control 
along roadways, im-
poundments, fields 
and forest under-
story. Also mowing many of herba-
ceous openings to maintain certain 
habitat conditions and control un-
wanted vegetation encroachment. 
Food and Cover Corps crews do 
necessary SGL road repairs such 
as grading, ditching and culvert 
maintenance to try and keep wa-
ter off the roadways and maintain 
passable access to the SGLs. Fore-
man Wiseman also spoke about 
the use of prescribed fire this past 
spring on SGL 35. “The prescribed 
fires (burning) were conducted suc-
cessfully on 54 acres of SGL 35 in 
Susquehanna County to promote 
oak regeneration. (SGL 35 covers 
an area of 7,000+ acres on the east 
side of Interstate 81 between Hall-
stead and New Milford.) Foreman 
Pettyjohn also told the group “that 
each and every SGL is different and 
the management needs are differ-
ent. Different terrain, soils, acre-
age, forest types, amounts of water, 
wildlife management opportunities. 
There is no one-size-fits-all man-
agement plan.”

The Susquehanna Branch QDMA 
has worked with the PGC to pro-
vide both financial help and on the 

ground resources by planting grass-
es and legumes, planting annual 
crops such as corn, sorghum, for-
age oats, brassicas and soybeans, 
liming and fertilizing, mowing plant-
ed food plot areas, and mast tree re-
lease cuttings on SGL 35, 140 (near 
Friendsville) and 219 (northeastern 
Bradford County). The Branch has 
also provided educational materials 
to the PGC Regional Office during 
the past year. According to Branch 
Vice President Mike Koneski, “The 
Susquehanna Branch plans to meet 
with SGL Land Manager Rich Lu-
pinsky and Food and Cover Corps 
Foreman this winter to devise a 
strategy to better assist the habitat 
improvement efforts on State Game 
Lands in our area.”

Information on the Quality Deer 
Management Association can be 
found on the web at www.qdma.
com and at the Branch’s website 
susq-qdma.org (new website since 
October).
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MUCKBOOTCOMPANY.COM
find us on facebook.com/muckboot

Woody Elite
Stealth 

Premium 
Hunting Boot

Hunting for a 
reliable local 
printer?

Search 
no 

more!

607-729-2477
www.curcioprinting.com

100% Cleanup! Looking for all 
species and sizes of wood. We pay 
up front and lump sum. Call the 
office at 570-965-2204 or Rob at 
570-618-1011.

Buying Wood 
Piles Off  

Well Sites And  
Right-of-Ways 
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We care for your forest! 
Providing Quality

Forest Management Services
to the forest landowner!

Call us for a free consultation at
570-836-1133
or toll free at

1-800-290-1433

Your Woodlot Is Valuable – 
Manage It Wisely

BUYERS OF LOGS, 
STANDING TIMBER AND 

TIMBERLANDS

Sportsmen Serving Sportsmen

GUNS * ARCHERY * PRO SHOP

FISHING SUPPLIES * LIVE BAIT * LICENSES
Everything for the outdoors sportman

M-F: 8-8   SAT: 7-6  SUN: 8-4

ROUTE 12 SOUTH NORWICH, NY. 13815
www.mayhoods.com                  Ph: (607) 334-2001
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YOU WON’T 
CATCH US SITTING

 DOWN ON THE JOB!

* ALL PHASES OF 
RESIDENTIAL 

CONSTRUCTION

* Hunting Supplies
* Hunting Boots by “Muck”

* Hardware/Plumbing/Electrical Supplies
* Farm Supplies, Inc. Animal Health Products

* Dog and Cat Food  * Bird Seeds & Suet
* As well as our well known feeds, 

seeds & grains
Stop by and visit our expanded farm 

merchandise store today!

Cochecton Mills now offers:

Phones: (570) 224-4144 or (845) 932-8282
Cochecton, NY 12726

161 Erie Street, Owego NY 13827
Hours of Operation:  

Monday through Saturday – 10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.

(607) 687-0202
Email: sttbringembackalive@juno.com

Southern Tier Taxidermy  
and Lock-N-Load Sporting Goods

www.sttny.com



Page 14	 4th Edition 2012

              

 

HO Mart Convenience Stores
 242 Church St., Montrose 

519 State Route 492, New Milford 
1503 E. Main St., Susquehanna

   
Felix-Hinds Garden Center 

1685 State Route 706, Montrose
      

Hinds Oil and 
Felix-Hinds Propane

 60 Post St., Montrose 

Sienko Forest Products & Training
	 Custom Land Management
	 Get what YOU want from your property:

					     * Improved natural wildlife habitat

					     * Food plot establishment, cultivation & fertilization

					     * An eventual return on your investment
				    (healthier wildlife population +/ timber stand improvement)

Contact: Dave Sienko
Phone/Fax 570-879-6509
Email: golog@epix.net

Sienko Forest Products is and award winning company 
with 30+ years experience

 

Propane
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Rt. 267 
Choconut, Pa.

Gulf Gas * Large Grocery Dept.
Fresh Deli Meats * Western Beef

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Dennis Carey - 570-553-2192

CHOCONUT MARKET

Office phone & fax number: 
570-278-8655      

Cell: 607-237-2102
      

Email:  mooneybuilders@gmail.com
Website:  www.mooneybuilders.com

 681 McCollum Road
 Montrose, PA 18801

449 Main Street
Montrose,  PA  18801

570-278-1500
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Complimentary copies of the 
Wildlife Management News 

provided by 

Whole Cheese Pizza............ $8.99
Whole Pepperoni Pizza....... $9.99
Toppings........................... ea. $1.00

Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms,.
Peppers & Black Olives

Large Cheese Slices..... ea. $1.79
w/Topping........................ ea. $1.99

Canton	 Route 14	 673-3195
Dushore	 114 N. German St.	 928-8122
Great Bend	 Exit 230, I81	 879-4667
Lake Winola	 Route 307	 378-2107
Lawrenceville	 58 N. Main St.	 827-2290 
Lenox	 Exit 211, I81	 222-3003
Leroy	 Route 414	 364-6455
Mansfield	 82 S. Main St.	 662-2541
Montrose	 Grow Ave.	 278-1801
New Milford	 Exit 233, I81	 465-7304
Nicholson	 Route 11	 942-6900
Pikes Creek	 Rtes 29 & SR 118	 477-2054

Stroudsburg	 1229 W. Main St.	 424-1049
Tioga	 1 N. Main St.	 835-5256
Troy	 530 Elmira St.	 297-0921
Tunkhannock	 Route 29	 836-6227
Tunkhannock	 Route 6	 836-1584
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WHERE RTS 706, 267 AND GOOD FRIENDS MEET – Lawton, PA
BREAKFAST & lUNCH sPECIALS

M - F 6:00 AM - 9:00 PM
SAT & sUN 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM 

934-2822

HARDWARE STORE HOURS: 
MON-SAT 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM

SUN 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

FLYNN’S STONE CASTLE

As avid sportsmen and wildlife managers, we understand your questions and concerns about 
natural gas leases and pipeline proposals...Please give our office a call if we can be of service. 

Thank You

Michael J. Giangrieco
attorney at law

60 Public Avenue
P.O. Box 126

Montrose, Pa 18801-0126
hallstead 570-879-4115

Montrose 570-278-4026 570-278-4425
fax 570-278-4662
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Come & Visit 
our large selection of 

Stoves & Fireplaces 
(gas, wood, pellet & electric) 

and discuss your needs 
with our expert staff 

in Kingsley, Pa.

Fax: 570-278-2581
E-mail: tallpines@epix.net 
www.tallpinesfarm.com
 

RR 2 Box 157
Kingsley, PA 

18826

570-278-3071
1-800-927-6848

If you want a birdseye view of your  
food plots or gas activity in your area, 

call Seamans for a great experience

Endless Mountains Air, Inc

Seamans Airport
727 Windsock Lane

Factoryville, PA 18419
Phone: 570.945.5125   

Fax: 570.945.7222 

LEARN TO FLY
SCENIC FLIGHTS * FLIGHT TRAINING *AIR CHARTER

Tell them you saw this ad!

Rt. 6 (PO Box 4)
Century 21 Building

Wysox, PA 18854

570-265-5839 
 1-800-367-2804

www.miracle-ear-wysox.com

Sometimes you don’t get a 
chance to see what you can’t 
hear... A deer cautiously 
walking around you on crisp 
autumn leaves, or a gobbler 
on the ridge talking to his lady 
friends.

Get your edge back by 
enhancing your hearing. 

Call for a FREE evaluation!
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Smitty’s Construction 
Inc.

All Phases of  Construction

General Contractor
195 High School Road

Montrose, PA 18801
570-278-4530

Cell: 607-237-6663

smittysconstruction@stny.rr.com

Todd W. Smith

I’m your agent for that.

1001177.1
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company  Bloomington, IL

Having me as your agent means
having a real person there to help
you when you need it. So when
accidents happen, you have
someone who can get the job
done right, and right away.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

‘Cause you 
never know 
what you 
might
run into.

Daniel R Ricci Jr Ins Agcy Inc
Dan Ricci Jr, Agent
70  Lathrop Street

Montrose, PA  18801
Bus: 570-278-3877

10348 Hayesville Rd
Kingston, OH 45644
www.bedrockbigbucks.com

Bedrock Big Bucks

Check us out on 
Facebook

My passion is 
getting hunters 
their first 
trophy buck. 
~Wendel Crosby    

Scott Glezen
2012 Crossbow Buck

(614) 499-6589
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RST manufactures PREMIUM 2 3/4 and BEST 
GRADE 2” & 21/2” shotgun shells, offering the widest 
range of loading available for classic older guns and 
shooters seeking performance and reduced recoil.

570-553-1651 • www.RSTSHELLS.COM

Our buddy Rob Hughes makes 
sure  Ted Nugent gets all the 

Buck Forage Oats he needs! 
Be sure to watch Ted’s “Gun 
Country” on the Dicovery 

Channel 10PM EST Wednesdays.

Rob Hughes & Ted Nugent

Testing 3 Varieties of Oats for Cold Tolerance
These photos were taken at my test plot in northeastern PA on Dec. 
23, 2012. From left to right the three small plots include Jerry Oats, 
Buck Forage Oats, and Whitetail Oats Plus. The seeds were planted 
2” deep during the third week in Sept. in the lower edge of a protected 
garden. The soil conditions were excellent and consistent for all three 
plots. Temperatures at the time these pictures were taken were fairly  
moderate; the coldest morning, with the wind chill considered, was esti-
mated at 5°F. We can clearly see that the Jerry Oats (left) are brown and 
frosted out. The Whitetail Oats (right) are somewhat wilted and some 
browning has occurred as well. The Buck Forage Oats are clearly a 
more lush green color and healthy.

With deer being the creatures that they are, they will seek out the most 
desirable and healthy plants available to feed on. Buck Forage Oats are 
selectively bred to be extremely cold-tolerant, and preferred by deer.

I will have more photos in my next edition of WMN.      ~Jim Holbert
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Order Form For Home Delivery
Send to: Jim Holbert • 1201 California Road • Montrose, PA 18801

Your Name:	 _________________________________________________________________
Address:	 _________________________________________________________________
	 _________________________________________________________________
Phone:	 _________________________________________________________________

Please send $10.00 for lifetime membership to Wildlife Management News.

2216 Booth Road 	 Hallstead, Pa. 18822
570-278-2553	 willsher@epix.net

Charlie Dix with his 2012 Drop 
Tine Illinois Trophy

Mike Koneski with his 
Great Illinois Buck 2012

Susq. Branch Members

To find the Buck Forage 
product dealer closest 

to you
 call me:

Jim Holbert

570-934-2625 
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Kip Adams, Director of 
Education and Outreach

Prior to 2002 chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) was unfamiliar to most hunters 
from the East, Midwest or South.  In 
fact, unless you were from Colorado, 
Wyoming or a handful of other west-
ern states, you probably hadn’t heard 
of CWD or at least didn’t know much 
about it.  Today, the picture is much 
different.  You would be hard pressed 
to find a deer or elk hunter anywhere 
in North America who hasn’t heard 
of CWD.  Unfortunately, there’s much 
about CWD that we still do not know, 
but this article will cover some new dis-
coveries and discuss CWD’s impacts 
on the future of deer hunting.

In 2002 CWD was confirmed in Wis-
consin from three bucks killed near 
Mount Horeb in November 2001.  This 
marked the first incidence of CWD east 
of the Mississippi River.  This was a ma-
jor discovery because the disease was 
now in a high-density deer population.  
Many western deer herds average less 
than 15 deer per square mile while Wis-
consin has herds exceeding 45 deer 
per square mile.  This was important 
because infected deer can pass the 
disease to other individuals, and high 
density herds, especially those in close 
proximity such as at feed sites, provide 
an avenue for high disease transmis-
sion rates.  Scientists knew deer could 
pass the disease to other deer but 
were, and still largely remain, unsure of 
exactly how they do it.

As of December 2012, CWD has been 
identified in captive and free-ranging 
herds in 22 U.S. states, 2 Canadian 
provinces and Korea (from an elk im-
ported from Canada in 1997).  CWD 
has been identified in white-tailed and 
mule deer, Rocky Mountain elk and 
moose.  Black-tailed deer are also sus-
ceptible as they are a subspecies of 
mule deer.  Much research has been 
conducted on CWD and much contin-

Chronic Wasting Disease

Kip’s 
Korner

ues today, but we still don’t know the 
origin of the CWD agent(s) in cervids 
(deer, elk and moose) and likely never 
will.  

Fortunately, research suggests the dis-
ease won’t cross the species barrier 
and infect humans.  The World Health 
Organization and Center for Disease 
Control both state there is no evidence 
that humans can contract the disease 
from eating CWD-infected cervids.  
This statement is important as the in-
fective prions (abnormal forms of cel-
lular protein) causing CWD accumu-
late in an animal’s brain, eyes, spinal 
column, tonsils, lymph glands, spleen, 
saliva, blood and muscles.  The last 
two locations are most noteworthy for 
humans since we come in contact with 
blood while field dressing and/or pro-
cessing a harvested animal and we eat 
the muscle tissue.  Research suggests 
prion concentrations may be somewhat 
lower in muscles than other tissues but 
they are still present.

A recent study also identified the prions 
in blood and saliva.  These locations are 
important from a disease transmission 
standpoint.  It raises the possibility that 
biting insects that feed on blood may 
have the ability to transfer the disease 
from CWD-positive animals to other in-
dividuals.  It also raises the possibility 
that CWD-positive animals can transmit 
the disease via saliva at bait stations, 
feed and mineral sites, rubs, scrapes 
and through social grooming.  We all 
know the branch above a scrape is re-
ferred to as the “licking” branch and we 
know bucks lick and rub their forehead 
glands on rubs.  Many hunters have also 
viewed submissive bucks licking a dom-
inant buck’s forehead.  Young bucks, 
especially yearlings, are generally sub-
missive to older bucks.  We know a high 
percentage of yearling bucks disperse 
one to five miles from their natal range, 
so infected yearling bucks potentially 
could serve as major disease trans-
mission vehicles.  I say they “poten-
tially could serve” because I am merely 
speculating.  Research hasn’t identified 
this occurring on a large scale in free-
ranging populations.  Also, the disease 
doesn’t appear to move within a region 
by leaps that would result from yearling 

dispersal.  Future research will hope-
fully shed more light on exact modes of 
transmission.

What do we know about CWD?  We 
know it is always fatal and there is 
no vaccine, cure or practical live ani-
mal test.  The best current live animal 
test uses tonsil tissue but it is ineffec-
tive in elk and not applicable for large 
scale use in deer.  We know the prob-
ability of infection increases with age in 
whitetail bucks and does and that adult 
bucks are nearly twice as likely as adult 
does to be infected.  You need to keep 
this statistic in perspective however, 
as many deer populations contain a 
much higher percentage of adult does 
than bucks.  This finding isn’t a reason 
to return to traditional management 
programs and remove the majority of 
bucks at an early age.  

We know the clinical signs of CWD are 
emaciation, incoordination, a drooping 
head and ears, and excessive drooling, 
drinking and urination.  It is important to 
note these symptoms are also seen in 
deer infected with EHD or bluetongue.  
EHD and bluetongue are the most com-
mon deer diseases and they routinely 
kill deer throughout the Southeast on a 
nearly annual basis.  We know CWD’s 
clinical signs typically develop from one 
and a half to three years after exposure.  
Thus, infected deer generally appear 
healthy while they may be passing the 
disease to others.  No deer has ever re-
covered once clinical signs developed 
and animals generally live from a few 
weeks to several months after develop-
ing clinical signs.  We also know that 
CWD can be expensive.  Wisconsin has 
spent over $32 million on CWD from 
2002-2006, and sadly the CWD infec-
tion rate in the “core area” of Wisconsin 
hasn’t declined.

As hunters and managers, what can 
we expect in the future?  We can ex-
pect CWD will likely be found in new 
states/provinces and new areas in cur-
rent CWD-positive states/provinces.  
We can expect to see a lot of research 
on CWD, its mode(s) of transmission, 

Continued on page 27
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Lenox, Pa          Exit 211, I81          570-222-3003

Located in downtown lenox, pa – We’re part of your neighborhood

Michelle & Dora

— 2012 Deer Season —
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Roger Gelatt		     570-633-2248

EXCAVATING

G’S

Montrose,Pa
Driveways * Land Clearing * Ponds

Foundations * Logging

Located in the Endless Mountains  
of Susquehanna County, PA

Ernest W. Hausmann, Proprietor

1061 Flynn Road • P.O. Box 100 • Friendsville, PA 18818

570-934-2336
www.hhhsc.net	 ewhausmann@frontier.com

Robotic Deer Presented 
to PA Game Commission
Article by Bob Wagner
At the Susquehanna Branch of the Quality Deer Management 
Association’s (QDMA) annual open meeting on November 
10, a special presentation was made to PA Game Commis-
sion Wildlife Conservation Officer Mike Webb. A robotic deer 
was presented to Officer Webb for his use in helping sty-
mie unlawful hunting and shooting of whitetail deer. Officer 
Webb assured 
all those at the 
meeting “…
that this robotic 
deer will be put 
to good use. 
We thank all of 
those involved 
in the pur-
chase of the 
robotic deer for 
their support in 
efforts to have 
more deer available for the sportsmen of the area by helping 
to eliminate illegal shooting and poaching.”

The Susquehanna Branch of the QDMA, the Finch Hill Rod 
& Gun Club, the Canawacta Rod & Gun Club, the Pennsyl-
vania Trappers Association District #9, the Hallstead-Great 
Bend Rod & Gun Club and the South Gibson Conservation 
Club all provided funding for the purchase of the robotic deer. 
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The Academy begins with an intensive, five-day summer field school experience that focuses on fish 
or wildlife species as a springboard for exploring biology, habitat, and conservation issues. Youth also 
develop leadership skills by engaging in team-building activities, educational presentations, and mock 
“town hall” meetings.  

Two field schools will available for youth to apply to: Pennsylvania Bucktails, which focuses on white-
tailed deer, or Pennsylvania Brookies which focuses on brook trout and coldwater fisheries.  

Prepared with the knowledge and the skills from the field school, students return to their home commu-
nities to complete conservation outreach that focuses on environmental education, community service, 
media engagement, and/or participation in the arts. 

Student Brook Martin of York County describes his participation in the program as “life changing.” He shared 
how his time with the program affected him. “At the field school, I was able to reach my full potential and find 
a career path that I feel will be very rewarding.  It was an experience that I will cherish and remember the rest 
of my life,” he said.

A high quality experience

Led by the Pennsylvania Institute for Conservation Education, the Wildlife Leadership Academy is a 
cooperative initiative and brings the experts to the students. Participants are taught by and interact with 
conservation professionals daily. These professionals represent agencies, leading organizations and 
universities from across the state. 

Instructor and professional ecologist Lisa Smith commended the program.“The high caliber and sheer number 
of conservation professionals who are involved as instructors in this program are beyond impressive, but more 
than that is the commitment of time, energy and passion that each of these instructors gives to the students,” 
Smith said. 

Youth bring home these lessons

Students return to their community to share what they have learned. They also keep a record of their 
conservation outreach efforts. Top outreach achievements qualify students for educational field trips, 
opportunities to return to field school tuition-free as mentors, and college scholarships.

Molly Diefenbach of Centre County, a student at Pennsylvania Drummers, said the feeling she got from doing 
her outreach was not what she expected. “I was surprised by how accomplished and proud I felt after complet-
ing each outreach activity – whether it was speaking to a crowd of 200 or finishing up another entry in my 
nature journal alone in the woods,” she said.   

Molly gave an educational presentation to the Conservation Officers of Pennsylvania Association 
(COPA) and also wrote an article for their magazine, The Greenline. Bernie Schmader, a member of 
COPA, was impressed by Molly. “Her article and oral report reassures our members and others that 
there are intelligent, interested, dedicated and understanding young people who are preparing to step 
up and carry on in our efforts to promote and safeguard Pennsylvania’s precious fish, wildlife and other 
natural resources.”

Academy youth have taken the program’s mission to heart. To date, Academy graduates have conducted 
606 conservation education, communication, and service projects; given more than 2,500 hours of work 
towards these efforts; and engaged over 10,000 Pennsylvania citizens across 46 counties in the state.  

Academy Director Michele Kittell said the participants are “the next generation to speak for wildlife conserva-
tion. We hope the leadership of Academy youth in their home communities will inspire others to care more and 
therefore act more on behalf of the environment,” she said. 

The Wildlife Leadership Academy is a cooperative initiative involving state agencies and conservation 
organizations and is administered by the Pennsylvania Institute for Conservation Education. Expert 
instructors at the field school include representatives from Kutztown University, Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission, Pennsylvania Game Commission, Pennsylvania State University, Quality Deer Man-
agement Association, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and many more.

Applications for the 2013 field schools can be downloaded at www.PICEweb.org; click 
on the youth programs link. The application deadline is April 1, 2013.  PA Bucktails will 
be held at Stone Valley Recreation Area in Huntingdon County June 18-22. PA Brookies 
will be held at Sieg Conference Center in Clinton County July 9-13.

Academy Seeks 
Youth Leaders 

Energized 
About Wildlife 
Conservation

The Wildlife Leadership 
Academy is now 

accepting applications 
from youth ages  

14-17 from 
Pennsylvania for this 
year round program 

that focuses on 
wildlife conservation 

and leadership 
development. The 

mission of the Academy 
is to empower youth to 
become ambassadors 

for wildlife 
conservation in order 
to ensure a sustained 

wildlife legacy for 
future generations. 

For more information, 

contact Wildlife 

Leadership Academy 

Director Michele Kittell at 

mkittell@piceweb.org or 

(570) 245-8518.
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     We have all of your outdoor and hunting needs. 
                     Personal service and quality products. 

                                    Check out our 40 yard indoor range!!

www.DeckersBows.com
Exit 201 Off I-81
Dalton, PA 18414

(570) 563-2499
Mon. Closed, Tue. 5:00pm - 10:00pm, Wed-Fri 2:00pm - 10:00pm 

Sat. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm,  Sun. noon - 5:00 pm

Bring in this ad 
for a free round 

in our indoor 
3-D Range

A Unique Mother/Daughter Experience
8-year-old Alayna Cooley was selected by QDMA 
National to be part of a unique youth hunting and 
educational experience early this fall. She and 
her Mom, Beckey Cooley, were sponsored by the 
Susquehanna Branch QDMA and were flown to 
the Bradley Farms in Georgia to be part of the 
“Rack Pack.” 

Alayna and Becky returned without a deer, but 
once home, shared at our directors meeting how 
much they appreciated this once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. Both mother and daughter met new 
friends and learned valuable lessons on hunting 
safety and a new appreciation of the whitetail deer. 

As you can see from these photos, Alayna was 
part of a program that most folks never have the 
opportunity to experience. The QDMA Rack Pack 
program gives all young people the chance to 
sharpen hunting skills and learn about the out-
doors. 

Check out QDMA’s Rack Pack Website:  
www.rackpack.qdma.com
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The Deer Drive: A Pennsylvania Tradition 
by John Butler

D	 eer drives have been a long-lived
	P ennsylvania hunting tradition. 
Prior to the 1930’s there were truly not 
enough whitetails to even hunt. My fa-
ther, who was born in 1896, told me he 
never saw a single deer until he was 
21 years old, so that would have to be 
about 1915 before he saw his first deer. 
In comparison, today’s deer hunter has 
little to complain about.

Once a viable deer population was es-
tablished, and hunting deer was legal-
ized, it wasn’t long before deer drives 
became the method of choice as they 
were both effective and enjoyable. If 
you have never had the opportunity to 
hunt whitetails with a group, you have 
missed lots of fun and one of the most 
productive ways to hunt deer. I thor-
oughly enjoyed walking along steep 
side hills, jumping from hummock to 
hummock in swamps, pushing through 
briars and brush, and crossing creeks 
while hoping to push deer to friends 
and family. The loud “BANG!” of a rifle 
announced a successful drive, but it 
didn’t necessarily mean that the person 
on stand was successful with their shot. 

Deer drives were a lot of work, but the 
rewards were well worth it. A lot of folks 
today stand in one spot and wait for 
deer to pass by. If deer choose not to 
move during legal hunting hours, the 
likelihood of seeing deer is reduced. 
With drive hunting your chances of 
seeing deer are increased because 
you make deer move. Whether or not 
you will get a shot off is a different story. 
The shooting isn’t easy as you are usu-
ally trying to bring down a running deer. 
Most shots are less than 50 yards, but a 
moving target is much harder to hit than 
one that’s standing still.

Operating a good deer driving group re-
quires a good leader; preferably some-
one who knows the area, watches the 
deer all year, knows where the bucks 
are hanging out, and is familiar with 
how neighboring hunting groups op-
erate. Maintaining good relationships 
with landowners and other groups is  
important.

Secondly, everyone needs to know the 
drive plan and they need to communi-
cate effectively during the drive. When 
driving you need to try to stay in a line 

and know what the other drivers are do-
ing and what type of terrain they may 
be encountering to either slow them 
up or allow them to walk along easily. 
It takes time and experience to learn 
each patch of woods, but our group was 
very knowledgeable and experienced, 
and after a few years we could drive si-
lently and do just as good a job as if we 
were hollering and making noise. Actu-
ally, silent drives were very effective. It 
seemed like fewer deer slipped away 
when we did silent drives. Perhaps this 
was because they did not hear us com-
ing and had less time to react to our 
presence. 

Obviously, harvesting a deer was one 
of the greatest benefits but the ca-
maraderie was truly the best part of 
drive hunting. I made some wonderful 
friends, had some great times, and en-
joyed numerous stories of past hunts. 
The memories we made were a real 
treasure.

There is a saying that anticipation is 
greater than realization but I can hon-
estly say that that’s not necessarily true 
when it comes to hunting deer by driv-
ing. The anticipation started each fall 
when deer started showing hard ant-
lers and reached a fever pitch about the 
time small game season started. While 
chasing grouse, rabbits, and turkeys we 
would occasionally run into a good buck 
and that would get the adrenaline flow-
ing. The conversation would undoubt-
edly turn to deer season when any of 
our members met.

Opening day was always exciting for 
me. It was so exciting that I always 
wanted to be a driver on the first hunt 
so I could ease my tense nerves and 
get calmed down enough to shoot ac-
curately if the opportunity presented 
itself later while on stand.

I was very fortunate to be involved with 
a great group of drive hunters. Unfor-
tunately, as time went on, large farms 
were sold and/or split into smaller par-
cels and posted signs overtook the 
landscape. Such conditions did not 
bode well for drive hunters. Stand hunt-
ing became more popular among the 
younger generation. Eventually, many 
of the hunters in our group grew too 
old or passed away and the group fi-

nally fizzled out around the year 2000. 
The real finish was when our long time 
captain was no longer physically able to 
continue but there are still some third 
and fourth generation hunters doing 
some very small pushes. They are suc-
cessful at times, but certainly not to the 
scale and volume of years past.

Though drive hunting is becoming a lost 
art, it is still a tradition worth preserving. 
In some cases, it is about the only way 
to get deer up and moving during legal 
hunting hours. I’m sure there are still 
some groups in PA that continue the 
tradition of driving deer. We can only 
hope that those hunters will pass this 
valuable, successful, and time-honored 
tradition to the next generation of deer 
hunters who will in turn keep it alive.

Kip’s Korner is written by Kip Adams, a 
Certified Wildlife Biologist and Director of 
Education and Outreach for the Quality 
Deer Management Association (QDMA). 
The QDMA is an international nonprofit 
wildlife conservation organization dedi-
cated to ensuring the future of whitetailed 
deer, wildlife habitat and our hunting 
heritage. The QDMA can be reached at 
1-800-209-DEER or www.QDMA.com.

etc., and we can expect pressure from 
deer farmers to open state/provincial 
borders and allow movement of captive 
animals.  We can also expect changes 
in deer season regulations such as ex-
tended seasons and increased bag lim-
its.  Currently, the best way to limit the 
spread of CWD in free-ranging herds is 
to reduce deer populations to minimize 
contact between individuals.

Will CWD mark the end of deer hunt-
ing?  Probably not, but we must be 
vigilant to balance deer herds with 
their habitats, minimize transmission 
of CWD in infected areas, prevent in-
troduction of CWD in new areas, and 
support research and our state agen-
cy’s efforts.  The sum of these items 
equates to being a good steward of our 
deer resource.  For more information on 
CWD visit the Chronic Wasting Disease 
Alliance website at www.cwd-info.org.

Kip’s Korner continued from 
page 22
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Evaluation of the Split Season Regulation
by Jim Stickles, AWB®

Background

In 2008 the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) Board 
of Commissioners (BOC) changed the 12-day concurrent 
harvest to a 5-day buck only harvest, followed by seven days 
of concurrent harvest in four Wildlife Management Units 
(WMUs). The BOC also recommended research be con-
ducted in these four units to determine if the split season 
regulation would change the antlerless harvest, change pop-
ulation dynamics, and increase hunter satisfaction. In 2010, 
the BOC implemented the split season regulation in several 
other WMUs, but the research was not complete. By 2011, 
half the state’s WMUs were being managed under a split 
season regulation with the study still ongoing. If the BOC 
really cared about the effect of a split season regulation on 
the deer herd, they would have waited for the results of the 
study before implementing the regulation in other areas of 
the state.

Study Results

Preliminary results show the split season regulation protects 
does. In fact, it protects does to the point where manage-
ment objectives to keep the herd levels stable in each study 
unit were not met and deer populations in all of the study 
units have increased substantially (Table 1). 

Table 1 
Population change from 2008-2011 in split season WMUs

WMU
2008 

Population
2011 

Population
     % 
Change

3C 74,255 111,199 +49%
2D 103,395 136,155 +31%
4B 38,503 58,543 +52%
2G 84,645 109,741 +30%

Source: 2012 Antlerless Allocations and Supporting Information 

How the Split Season Protects Does

A recent hunter survey showed that opening Monday, the 
first Tuesday, the first Saturday, and the closing Saturday are 
when a majority of deer hunters are in the woods (Table 2). 
Since does are not allowed to be harvested during the first 
five days in split season WMUs, they only really get harvest-
ed on the opening and closing Saturdays. At that point, not 
only are there fewer hunters in the woods, but does have 
had time to learn that rifle season is open and change their 
behavioral and movement patterns accordingly. Additionally, 
hunters have had a few days to fill their freezers with buck 
meat.

Table 2 
Percentage of hunters hunting each day of the firearms 
season

1st Week 

% 
Hunters 
Hunting 2nd Week 

% 
Hunters 
Hunting

Monday 80 Monday 25
Tuesday 59 Tuesday 21
Wednesday 40 Wednesday 21
Thursday 29 Thursday 21
Friday 36 Friday 34
Saturday 70 Saturday 65

Source: 2011 Pennsylvania Deer Hunter Survey

Balancing the Equation

To balance the deer herds in split season WMUs, PGC deer 
biologists have suggested increasing the number of antler-
less allocations in those units. However increasing alloca-
tions may not be enough to stabilize herd growth. With fewer 
hunters in the woods and virtually two days to conduct an 
antlerless harvest, a greater proportion of hunters need to be 
willing to kill one or more antlerless deer to satisfy manage-
ment objectives. To further complicate things, some WMUs 
have a maximum number of antlerless tags hunters are 
willing to purchase, so allocating more tags in those units 
is pointless. Also, since the antlerless season has been re-
duced in length, weather will have a greater influence on the 
antlerless harvest. From a deer management perspective, 
this is a terrible situation and negative long-term conse-
quences can be expected.

Conclusion

The split season regulation does not meet management ob-
jectives, it inflates the number of antlerless tag allocations, 
and it increases the influence of weather on the antlerless 
harvest. On the positive side, it has increased the deer herd, 
so hunters should see more deer, right? Some will, but some 
will not. There is more to seeing deer than having a lot of 
deer in the herd. Even when there are a lot of deer in the 
herd, it does not mean they will be active during legal hunt-
ing hours.

Both habitat and conditions for seeing deer continually 
change. Some hunters will change their hunting strategies 
accordingly, but most will not. One thing that will not change 
is with 750,000+ deer hunters in PA—and expected harvests 
somewhere between 300,000-400,000 deer—there will al-
ways be a large portion of hunters that return home empty 
handed.
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Several of the deer pictured here and on page 23 were taken on 
properties where Buck Forage Products were planted. 

If you are a Buck Forage customer, send us your photo. If we use it 
on our webside, we’ll send you a free hunting hat!

Thank You, 
The Buck Forage Team
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	 n the last issue, I introduced you
	 to a free website called BigGame
Logic.com (BGL). I hope some of 
you have had the opportunity use 
the website a little bit and figure out 
how it works because in upcom-
ing issues, I am going to discuss 
how you can use BGL to help you 
pattern wildlife and manage your 
property. Deer season is now over 
and it is time to start some predator 
management! Here is how BGL can 
help you figure out where to focus 
your efforts.

Patterning Predators By Jim Stickles, Associate Wildlife Biologist ®

One of the features that BGL has 
that makes it so valuable is called a 
“Notable.” This feature was originally 
created so you could name and pat-
tern specific deer. However, a “No-
table” does not need to be a deer. 
It can be anything you want to keep 
track of, both critter and non-critter 
alike. For example, if you want to 
keep track of coyote activity on your 
property, you can create a notable 
called “Coyotes.” You can then enter 
sightings and trail camera observa-

tions to your camp map, and tag 
them as the notable “Coyotes.”

Later, if you want to get a better idea 
of which areas of your property are 
overrun with coyotes, you can click 
on the notable “Coyotes” and hit 
the search button, and only coyote 
sightings will be displayed on your 
camp map. This is just one of many 
ways BGL can help you better man-
age your hunting property.

I

I added trail camera and coyote 
sightings to the camp map and 
tagged them as the notable 
“Coyotes.” In the search tools 
below the map, I selected the 
notable “Coyotes” and clicked 
search to produce a map that 
shows me where “hottest” 
coyote activity is on this 
particular property.

UNUSUAL CONDITION IN DEER – PARROT MOUTH/JAW
This deer picture shows a buck with an unusual condition called parrot mouth or parrot jaw. This condition occurs 2 to 5% of 
the time in horses. It also occurs in dogs, sheep, and deer amongst others. The picture was taken in Forest Lake Twp. The 
cause of parrot mouth is often not fully clear. Several causes are possible including genetics, trauma and illness as a foal 
near a period of rapid growth. The condition can result from the top jaw 
(maxilla) developing too long, or the bottom jaw (mandible) developing 
too short. Usually it is the lower jaw that is too short. But anything that 
interferes with the match up of the top and bottom jaws can cause a 
horse to be parrot mouthed. As far as genetics go, parrot mouth is NOT 
directly heritable; that is, we rarely see an individual sire or a mare 
throwing an abnormally high number of parrot mouthed foals. The most 
common cause of it is when a mare is bred to a stallion of very different 
head type. Surprisingly, these two stud animals often have normal teeth 
structure, yet when they are bred, the mismatch is so great that a parrot 
mouth offspring is produced.

Picture provided by Jeremiah Fearnley
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Pesky Predators! By Jim Stickles, AWB®

C	 urrently, one of the hottest topics in deer manage-
	 ment is predators. There are a lot of studies com-
ing out of the southeastern U.S. that show coyotes 
are changing fawn recruitment rates, and thus having 
a significant impact on deer populations. However, it 
is equally as important for hunters to understand that 
predators are not a problem everywhere. So how are 
predators affecting Pennsylvania deer herds?

PA manages its antlerless harvest much differently than 
southern states. For years, the only significant sources 
of mortality for southern deer were hunters and vehicle 
collisions. Additionally, many of the southern states 
have nowhere near as many hunters as PA does. Thus, 
many southern states have bag limits for the number 
of antlerless deer a hunter can take each year. For ex-
ample, in Georgia, each hunter can kill up to 10 antler-
less deer per year! Bag limits work great when natural 
predators are not in the picture because fawn recruit-
ment is generally high and there is virtually nothing else 
controlling the deer herd except hunters. Since coyotes 
are a new predator in the southeast, they pose a new 
challenge for deer managers because they are chang-
ing recruitment rates. Models used to manage deer in 
the past are now becoming obsolete. In order to correct 
this problem, antlerless harvests need to be more con-
servative and closely monitored.

Luckily, PA’s doe harvest is monitored and strictly reg-
ulated. Each year, antlerless allocations are adjusted 
based on many criteria, and rarely does a hunter get 
more than a couple of antlerless tags. Using this type 
of management system is much more responsive to 
significant declines in deer numbers caused by any 
source of mortality, whether it is predators, disease, 
harsh weather conditions, or over-harvest. In this re-
spect, PA is actually “ahead of the curve” in regard to 
predator impacts on deer herds. If statewide deer num-
bers are noticeably low, deer managers can reduce the 
number of antlerless tags distributed to hunters, thus 
correcting the problem and ensuring sustainable har-
vests each year. Southern state agencies have not yet 
employed this system of deer management, but it might 
be something they consider in the near future.

Unfortunately, state agencies monitor population trends 
at the management unit and statewide levels, so unless 
predators are a problem over a very large area, state 
agencies are not likely to respond when deer hunters 
cry “WOLF!”

What you observe and experience on your own hunting 
grounds might be very different than what is happening 
at a larger scale. If you perceive predators to be a prob-
lem on your hunting property, then you are probably not 
wrong. Site-specific predator problems are not uncom-
mon. If predators are a problem in your hunting area, 
intensify your efforts to rid your property of predators by 
hunting and trapping them, and/or be more conserva-
tive with your doe harvests. Remember, just because 
you have a pocket full of antlerless tags does not mean 
you need to use them all. Monitor your predator situ-
ation and conduct your antlerless harvest accordingly. 
On the same token, state agencies should consider lib-
eralizing predator hunting and trapping seasons so that 
hunters can take care of predator problems at the local 
level. Unlike the little boy from the children’s story, when 
deer hunters cry “WOLF!” they mean it!

Trail camera picture of a coyote carrying 
a fawn 

Photo Credit: Greg Perrotte

Students from the Wildlife Leadership Academy
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